INTRODUCTION TO THE BOOK OF REVELATION

One's first thoughts upon beginning a study oftibek of Revelation, is that of
being overwhelmed. The book stands before the 26tiury Christian like a giant
puzzle that not only requires assembling, but alkich seems to have some pieces
missing! It is clear, however, that our generai®not alone. Scanning the comments of
previous centuries reveals that the Revelationrobhdas held its own in serving as the
ultimate "bookend" in God's library given to mangeaclearly holds the title as the New
Testament book most challenging to fully comprehend

| would like to say at the outset, howevbgt | do believe the book of Revelation
can be understood. The Bible is the result ofloung God seeking to communicate
with man. It is inconceivable that He would themegus one book out of 27 that could
not be understood. This is not to say that anyflullg understands all that is in
Revelation, any more than such could be said ahoytof the other 26 books. Our
failure to understand the book, however, is dueuman factors rather than flaws within
the Revelation itself. Vast differences in ourtard, literature, and customs, all play a
part in casting a veil over our understanding of ancient writing. With the Revelation
this problem is compounded due to the very nat@itbetype of literature it is and our
unfamiliarity with such literature. We might alsay that human pride, sin, and pre-
conceived ideas all may play a part in complicating matter of understanding the basic
gist of the Revelation.

One further note that may appear to be rave@ment "out” in our study, is the
thought that if determined study and diligent pragees not bring conclusive evidence
as to what a highly figurative passage has referémcit may well be we are looking for
meaning where none was intended! As some haveatieskthe parables of Jesus to the
point of absurdity, this has most certainly beee tase in many sensationalized
commentaries on Revelation. "Drawing the linet@svhere or when to move on or to
dig yet deeper, is therefore another challengerbefis. For many commentators the
temptation to "over-interpret” the book may be ¢peat to resist!

In light of these thoughts, we will apach this survey of Revelation with the goal
of gaining an "overview" of the entire book, thag may be able to see the forest without
getting entirely lost trying to count every ring tire first tree we see. It will also be our
method to concentrate upon those points revealdéRevelation itself, and also those
basic principles and points that are clearly mddethis way we will be sure to get out of
Revelation some of what our Lord intended. May @ffiorts result in turning what once
may have seemed an unsolvable mystery, into asdotihg message from the Master!

In Christ,

Bruce Gleim 4/25/2000
Revised 4/22/2009
bgleim@juno.com
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APOCALYPTIC LITERATURE

It is important that we understand the type @réture that we are about to study.
We easily recognize books of history, law, and pegy. The Revelation is a book of
prophecy, yet it falls into a distinct category weay refer to as "apocalyptic.”
Apocalyptic literature is a form of Jewish religowriting which is found in some of the
Old Testament prophecies, and which developedw#tdr as a style of writing in non-
inspired books written during the period betweea testaments. The English word
"Revelation” is translated from the Greek word "egdgpse” in Revelation 1:1. Here it
simply means the "revelation" or "unveiling" of dssChrist, given to His servants
concerning things which must shortly take place.

Rather than spending a great deal of @me effort trying to trace the origin of
such literature, it will be more productive for tes see how that such writings can be
distinguished and recognized. With a little preetit becomes fairly easy to pick out
such language. In doing so, remember that manynebes can be found outside the
book of Revelation. Also remember these key elésmeh apocalyptic writings listed
below.

1. Apocalyptic speech appeals to all the sensedpnoey the message. It is vivid
with colors, sounds, tastes, and sights even betfanohagination.

2. Apocalyptic speech frequently uses numbersepresent an idea. Just as the
senses are used to capture the reader's imaginatornhe writer often "paints-by-
number" to make his point. More often than nas ithe symbolism and not the value of
the number that is significant.

3. Apocalyptic speech often employs exaggeratetl sometimes grotesque images
to make its point. Even things or events not foundature are drafted into this type of
writing.

4, Apocalyptic speech is sometimes quite violert eataclysmic in tone. This too
is part of the overall word picture being painted dur viewing.



5. Having said all this, is it necessary to sast tapocalyptic speech is highly
figurative and symbolic in nature? It is upon tph@int that the great debate as to the
meaning of the book of Revelation has hinged.

THE PURPOSE OF APOCALYPTIC LITERATURE

1. To convey with the written word concerning ewermrinciples, and ideas which
transcend our ordinary human abilities to expréBs.poetry and word pictures man has
often turned to express his innermost feelingstoodescribe that which is beyond our
normal experiences. Apocalyptic literature takles tuse of “word pictures” to the

furthest extreme.

2. To convey secret and hidden teachings to omlyetwho are intended to read and
receive the message. Perhaps too much has beenahtids "code” writing idea, yet it
does deserve some merit, especially when dealitig tive book of Revelation. A book
written to Christians who are enduring persecutitelling them that they will be
victorious, needs only be understood by Christiadsence having a solid background in
Old Testament studies and Christian thought wouttvigde the "tools" and the "keys"
with which to decipher that which only mystifieethninitiated.

3. Although the meaning of the Greek word "apocs#ypmeans "revealing,” the
very subject matter (especially within the bookR#velation) produces a sense of awe
and wonder within the reader. It may seem a cdittian, but | see the Revelation as
being written in such a way as to reveal, as wellcachallenge us with great mysteries.
Like the skillful teacher who not only teaches, blso creates enough wonder within her
students to return eagerly the next day, the Rewalanystifies us as we learn. | am
proposing that the very nature of the book, (aretipe of literature it is), resists the
attempts of man to neatly "solve" it and tie itinpa bow. Although group studies and
commentaries can be helpful, the greatest benéfieading the Revelation is to be
gained when each God-fearing soul personally réadseing both inspired and awe-
struck by it imagery.

Are you puzzled by the book of Revelation? | vebtilink it safe to say we were
meant to be. Don't, however, allow your unanswege@stions plunge you into
frustration. The thrill of putting together a pleeas not just seeing the completed
picture, but the joy of seeing the pieces fit tbgetat different points in your life. If you
study the Revelation to conquer it, you have migbedpoint. Enjoy your study, and
may you learn as you are at the same time mystifyeithe wonders of God!

AUTHOR, DATE, LOCATION

The author refers to himself as John in four d#ifé passages (1:1, 4, 9, 22:8).
Although he never refers to himself as the apakilen, internal and external evidences
point to the apostle John as the author of RewslatiThe internal evidences are the
many words and phrases that are found exclusivethe Gospel of John, | John, and



also Revelation. These evidences, along with tippart of many early Christians who
unquestionably considered the apostle John to éeithor of Revelation, in my view
settles the question of authorship.

The date of the Revelation has been debated iag b&her during the time of
Nero (A.D. 64-68), or during the time of DomitiaA.D. 91-96). The later date is
supported by some strong external and internaleendels. Irenaeus said the Revelation
was seen toward the end of Domitian's reign. Tbermal evidence is that the status of
the various churches reflect that some time haolseld for some of the churches to have
"died" or "lost their first love" (Revelation 1 3.3

The location in which the book was written answered by the text itself.
Revelation 1:9 reveals that John was on the islainéatmos when he received the
Revelation. He was then told to write what he sagnding it to the seven churches
(Rev.LII).

TO WHOM WAS IT WRITTEN?

In listening to much of the preaching on radio dwd one would think that the
book of Revelation was written to our generatioclesively. Past history shows that
this tendency toward interpreting the Revelatios hepeated itself in many previous
generations. To many who suffered through Worldr Wa was not Hitler once
considered the beast, with the number 666 neathyntf” his name? Yet time marches
on, and the list of those who "fit" the prophecfeand in the Revelation continues to
grow longer.

With these thoughts in mind, it is impottafor us to remember that the
Revelation was written nearly 2,000 years ago,taatlit was given to the brethren then
living on this earth. It goal was to show themdahdthings which must shortly take
place" (Revelation 1:1). Granted, "shortly” isedative term, and may involve 1 or 100
years, (depending upon the time frame in which iengorking), but we must ever keep
in mind that although ours is the only generatiom mave known, it is not the only
generation the Revelation has known. Surely it maant to be of value and significance
to all generations, particularly to the one to whibmas first given. Do we not study and
interpret the letters to the Corinthians in lightlee current events taking place within the
church at Corinth during the first century?

These thoughts are not offered in an attdémpake away from the Revelation any
of its value and significance to those living todagwever the modern reader must be
objective in his interpretations of a book mucheolthan himself, a book that may end
up seeing, (if the Lord tarries in His returningdt many more generations beyond ours!

THE THEME OF THE BOOK

Contrary to popular thought, 1 do not see the theon the purpose of the
Revelation as being prophecies designed to help detarmine exactly when and what
the current events will be when the Lord will retand the world will end (see Matthew
24:36). Such interpretations have been fueled bg\weer-ending curiosity of man into



such things (Matthew 24:3), and the nature of &mgliage used, which can be abused to
the point of being made to convey just about wherteélie current "scholar" wants it to
say.

By allowing the Revelation to interpredatf, however, rather than ascribing to it
countless hidden meanings, one can easily seeviralbtheme of the Revelation is that
of the victory of the Christ over Satan, of goodcoevil, and of the church over Satan
and his hordes of evil assistants. Disappointe#? shouldn't be, for if we are
Christians, what more should we want to know, tlhat in the end we will be
victorious? All other future information pales lepmparison, and even if we could
predict tomorrow's headlines with the Revelatiohatvgood would that information be
to one who is not certain of his salvation?

COURSE OF STUDY

With these background thoughts in mind, let usibegir course of study of the
Revelation. We will begin by looking at the overalitline of the Revelation. Perhaps
one of the greatest contributions to understandiney Revelation has been made by
William Hendriksen in his commentary entitled "Moféan Conquerors”. In his work
he has shown how that the Revelation can be odtiine/ sections, with each section
extending from the beginning to the end of the rdgpensation. By outlining the
Revelation in this way, it becomes easy to see thatveach section ruins parallel to the
others, yet with each section we find a progressibthe emphasis shifting toward the
final judgment and that which is beyond. Such attiee of the Revelation has also been
followed with some variation by a number of othenenentators, however | have found
Hendriksen's to be quite natural and easy to fallow

OUTLINE OF THE REVELATION
Section #1.  Chapters 1-3. Christ in the midshefdeven golden lampstands.
Section #2.  Chapters 4-7. The book with seversseal

Section #3. Chapters 8-11. The seven trumpgtgighment.

Section #4.  Chapters 12-14. The woman and the dhdd-persecuted by the dragon
and his helpers (the beast and the harlot).

Section #5.  Chapters 15-16. The seven bowls afhwra
Section #6.  Chapters 17-19. The fall of the ghaalbot and of the beasts.

Section #7.  Chapters 20-22. The judgment uponlthgon (Satan) followed by the
new heaven and earth, new Jerusalem.



In our study we will also note that the first Xisens (shown above), speaks
primarily concerning the church and its strugglesehon earth. The final 4 sections
(mentioned above) speaks of the background corifétind the earthly struggle, which
is between Christ and Satan. Let us now begirot bt each section as to its basic
theme.

“Central Points, Time-frames, & Keys”

As we scan each section, we will attempt to pick the central point of each
section. We will also strive to ascertain the alldime-frame of that particular section.
To help us better understand that section, we aldb note any clearkéys” for
interpretation that are given to the reader. Awewld be any figurative language that is
clearly identified as to its meaning or identitytln the text itself.

SECTION #1: CHAPTERS 1-3

The central point of this section is to introduce the reader to theist, "the
firstborn from the dead,” and His relationship &van specific churches in existence at
the time of the Revelation. It is clear that thebarches were chosen to represent seven
different levels of spiritual health or decay, whican be found in various congregations
of any generation.

The time-frame of this section covers the entire Christian agemfrChrist's
victory over death (1:5) to His second coming (1:7Chapter 3:21 reaches on into
eternity as those who overcome will sit with ChastHis throne.

Thé'keys" given to the reader to unlock the mysteries ia fection are:

7 lampstands = 7 churcheg1:20)
7 stars = angels of the 7 churchgd.:20)

Key words such as "like,” (1:13) and "agl:10) clearly indicate that the
following is going to be word pictures, thus fitjiour definition of "apocalyptic speech”
as discussed previously.

The key number seven is found in thisieaci6 times. All together it is found
53 times in the Revelation! The number unquesbinaymbolized "completeness” to
the Jewish mind and to the first century churchverEthough the seven churches were
seven actual churches, it is clear that they apoesented seven types (or forms) of the
church that could be found in other time periodsval.



Chapter 1

The first chapter of Revelation sets the stageinbyming the reader that the
contents of the revelation would “shortly” take qg#a and that the time was “near” for
this prophecy to begin to be fulfiled (1:1-3). Wleen learn that the span of the
fulfillment would be from the time of the cross ttee time of His return (1:5-7). Itis
important that we keep these thoughts in mindafoy interpretation of Revelation that
leaves out the first 20 centuries and sees onfillfiuént in the 2% would be incorrect.
On the other hand, to interpret the Revelation dvehspoken only to the®'lcentury
would be equally inconsistent with these openinges.

The rest of this chapter serves as a beginnetissean getting acquainted with
apocalyptic language, as we find the Messiah dasdrin highly figurative language.
Yet, as mentioned above, a few keys are given akhegway to help the reader
understand these words as symbolic and descriptive.

Chapter 2

The Church At Ephesus This congregation had been established by the lepPaul
(Acts 19). Time had passed, and this congregdtiahhad once loved the Lord was now
operating out of habit. The works were there,thatlove for God was now non-existent!
Surprisingly, the church at Ephesus was able tob&tistrong against false teachers and
teachings, as they operated in this loveless condit

The Church At Smyrna At Smyrna we find a congregation that was not dyddessed
physically, yet the Lord was able to promise theoravn of life if they were to remain
faithful until death. Persecution and poverty wereir enemies, however at Smyrna we
see that physical afflictions do not always tratgsiato spiritual weakness.

The Church At Pergamos At this location we find the Lord’s people holdif@st to
their faith, even during a period of time when eddt one of their members had been
martyred for his faith. However at Pergamos theeas the problem of false doctrines
coming from two different camps. The error conggirwithin these doctrines was to the
extent that repentance was necessary to preveopgasition of the Lord to their work.
The Church At Thyatira This group of Christians was a mixed lot. Therereve
apparently many in the congregation whose workewery good, and in fact improving
in their Christian walk. Yet at the same time ¢éh&ras one woman who was exalting
herself and starting to influence others within tdomgregation to be sexually immoral
and idolatrous. The promise is made that she welBivinely punished, but that those
who had not been involved in her movement wouldfdmred any other burdens.

Chapter 3

The Church At Sardis The Sardis church of Christ was the congregatiah wigreat
reputation, that was in truth (for the most paptyitually dead. Here we find no mention
of false teaching or specific evil influences, lyet the need for repentance is found at
Sardis. As in many congregations there were awbw were still hard at work and truly
in love with the Lord. Unfortunately they werethre minority.



The Church At Philadelphia This congregation receives the strongest endorseimen
this list of seven. While not perfect, Philadekphvill always be known as the little
church with a big heart. Perhaps they were smmalhumber, or perhaps a poor
congregation, yet their works were good and they @t become unfaithful, even when
outside influences had come to bear upon them.

The Church At Laodicea Christ’'s church at Laodicea will be known in infaray the
lukewarm church. There was no identifiable apgstaking root among this group, they
simply had no fire for the Lord! Because they weegher hot nor cold, God warned of
their being spewed out of His mouth. Again we fith@ call to repentance, as we
conclude these letters to the seven churches ef Asi

SECTION #2: CHAPTERS 4 -7

The central point of this section is to bring our focus and reveesnpon the
throne room of God. It is here that we learn ofwmthiness of God’s Son to occupy the
throne, to receive worship, and to open the séalsthe heavenly scroll may be read.

Thetime frame of this section, (like the first section), covénge entire Christian
dispensation. For example, the Root of David i ldescribed as being both the Lamb
that was slain, (5:5,6) and also the one who ithenmidst of the throne (7:17). This
section concludes with the thought that God wilbevaway every tear of those who have
endured the great tribulation (7:14-17).

The"keys" given to the reader to unlock the mysteries in $leiction are:

7 lamps = 7 Spirits of God(4:5) (the perfect, complete Spirit of God)
golden bowls full of incense = prayers of the saia(5:8)

Key words found in this section are: Thamb,” a clear reference to Jesus who
was slain and now reigns. "Worthy,” is a key waoigkd in this section to describe the
"Lamb” who earned the right to be the perfect $meri The seven "seals,” are that
which only the Lamb was worthy to open, revealihg tontents of the "book,” which
contained the record of mankind, including his aabn as provided by God, and made
available to man by the Lamb that was slain.

The key number in this section continues to bentlmaber seven, as the opening
of the seven seals fills chapters 5 - 7. Otherrkaybers begin to appear in this section
as well. Multiples of 12 appear with the throneGdd being surrounded by 24 thrones
and 24 elders (12 + 12). The Bible student is nel@d of the 12 tribes of Israel, and the
12 apostles as well. As said previously, it is smimuch the value of the number as it is
the symbolism of the number. Can we see the nurhbers being the symbol of man
organized to serve God? With this understandindgowak ahead to the 144,000 (12 x 12
x 1,000) who are the "sealed" of God’s childrerotighout history. The number 1,000
has often been used as a round number to descigbeat multitude. We even speak
today of “thousands” of people gathering for anrewehen speaking of an unknown
large number. As the Holy Spirit "paints-by-nungémve find this great multitude from
before and after the cross is not just 144 pedple144,000! Then we see the Lamb of



God being found worthy to open the book of man jigbeen slain to redeem him (5:9).
Thus, as He opens the book, He reveals the compkteof all those who have served
Him and have been "sealed" as His children. Th&QDD is a way of representing the
completeness of those redeemed under the Old Cotvand the New. We know this is
not the specific count of those who will be savied,following this description we learn
that those clothed in white robes are a great tndki which no one could number,
coming from all nations (7:9), who are being rededry the Lamb to this day.

The number 4 is also found in this sectiove are introduced to the 4 living
creatures (4:6), and also to the 4 horsemen, wdneheleased by the opening of the first
4 seals. Daniel, Ezekiel, and Zechariah, (alsnguapocalyptic speech), often employed
the number 4 in their writings. In these books thember 4 seems to most often
symbolizethe things of man, theorld or creation The 4 creatures represent the most
noble, the most powerful, the most shrewd, andntibst swift of creation, each giving
glory to God. The 4 horsemen, however, representtfacets of calamity and suffering
man has brought upon that which God has created.

Chapter 4

As we begin chapter 4, it becomes clear that siterfe” has changed. Although
chapters 1-3 contained some symbolic languagesyimols there were still clearly tied
to specific places, people, and things. Now asgw@edeeper into the vision John
received, it is as though we are falling into ape'sleep” with him! As in a dream, the
imagery now becomes more vivid, symbolic, and uidgras we turn our attention from
the state of the church here on earth, to the mbatierone room.

In this chapter we find God described in grandend eolor (:3). The precious
stones of jasper (green) and sardius (red) remisdsf the stones on the breastplate of
High Priest (Exodus 28:20). The throne is alsocdlesd as being surrounded by a
emerald (green) rainbow! The rainbow, of courses breat spiritual significance, as a
sign set in the heavens of a promise God made tkim@ long ago. This, however, is
no ordinary rainbow. Such a rainbow reminds uslbfof God's promises, including
those promises that extend into His very thron@rooWhat a scene of grandeur!

God is also described with symbolic words expregsiis limitless power and
might (:5). Lightning and thunder, voices, all asded to create awe and wonder in the
presence of God. In this setting we find Him bevayshipped by man and by all living
creatures. The fact that the elders mentioned2dren number may come from the
combining of 2 key numbers from the Old and Newtdieents. One is made to think of
the 12 tribes of Israel, and the 12 apostles (®e2R:12). 24 could also simply be taken
from the 24 courses or shifts into which the Leviteere divided as they were to take
care of the temple. Note that the creatures roeedi in these verses are not exactly
creatures of this earth, but are merely compardtidm. Some see the 4 creatures as a
literal description of a higher order of heavenbirgs who are in God’s service (see
seraphim described in Isaiah 6:2-3). However aensgmbolic interpretation would lead
one to see each of these creatures merely repirggetite noblest (lion), the
strongest(calf or ox), the wisest (face of man)] déime swiftest (eagle) of all nature



worshipping God. These creatures, along with thelders all singing and worshipping
God as they surround His throne.

It is important to again remind ourselves of tlwalgto find the main theme of
each chapter, rather than getting lost in the Bet#isk yourself, "What is the main point
of this chapter?" Is it in figuring out exactly aththe number 24 means, or exactly why
the creatures each have 6 wings, or is it simpdyfétet that in the throne room of God,
everyone and everything will be worshipping Him?

Chapter 5

With God on the throne, we now see that He holderg special scroll in His
right hand. The call goes forth for someone whold@emove the seals from the scroll
so that it could be opened. Unfortunately no am@d be found, bringing John to tears!
At this point the proclamation is made that one badn found of the tribe of Judah.
Clearly this is Jesus, the Lamb that had been,shin now lives and can open the scroll.
With seven horns, (perfect power), and with sewasge(all seeing), and with the seven
Spirits of God, (the complete power of God), Jesarme to the throne of God and took
the scroll from His hand.

But what is the significance of this scroll? As wal learn in the coming
chapters, the scroll is a symbol of the plan of Godelation to man's actions on earth
throughout history. The fact that only the Lamhbtthad been slain was worthy to open
it, clearly identifies the contents of the scrofl being the actions, the sins, and the
consequences of man. As each of the 7 seals areedpwe will read of the actions and
the consequences of man's bad behavior. Theselapters" of the earth's history that
only Jesus the Lamb could open, with a view towaoviding healing for all mankind!

At this sacred moment, we find all the living bgsnin heaven bowing down in
reverence before Jesus, each preparing to worship Hrheir song reveals that the
opening of the scroll symbolized the redemptiomah by the blood of Jesus shed on the
cross. In the remaining verses this praise budds crescendo that can be "heard” both
in heaven and on earth!

Again, as in the previous chapter, worship in sand in prayers continues in the
presence of God. The 24 elders are also carryimgy@a (to accompany their praise) and
golden bowls full of incense, which we are cleadl represent the prayers of the saints.
It is as though all of creation, and all the conaloirhopes and prayers of mankind are
now being satisfied by the Lamb's ability and wijhess to remove the seals from the
scroll!

Chapter 6

Although the victory of Christ over sin has alrgdéen won upon the cross, it is
now time for us to see in detail each of the stas Jesus had to remove in order to be
our Redeemer. Like an instant reply in slow mqgtiee can now symbolically see, step-
by-step, what Jesus accomplished at the cross!
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If we view the scroll as being the story of man, @@ better understand what
comes forth as each of the seals is removed. ds ifough all man’s works, sealed by
time, are now revealed by the only One worthy tsdb

The four horsemen symbolize four ways mankindldrasight suffering upon this
earth. The white horse represents the desire of tmaonquer, the red represents the
desire of man to kill, the black horse represemssicarcity brought on by the selfishness
of man, and the pale horse represents the deattisegse and hunger brought upon
mankind by his sin.

(Some immediately conclude that the rider on thetavhorse must represent
Christ. In keeping with the overall symbols, hoeg\vit does not seem to follow that
Jesus would be one of the 4 horsemen, considdmmguffering they collectively bring
upon the earth. Also keep in mind that it is themb that is opening the seals. Why
would the Lamb be removing the seal to simply sdeldimself, riding on a white horse?
Note that later in this book Jess<learly identified as riding upon a white hors@:(1l-
16). Understandably, this has influenced manyadwochude that this is the same horse
and rider. Note, however, that cross-referenciifgrént sections of the Revelation due
to similar symbols may confuse the immediate can@xmeaning.)

While the f' four seals symbolize the history of man that crieg for a
Redeemer, the last three seals show the Lamb’srpovee time itself. With the opening
of the 8" seal, we are reminded that not only must the Largrcome sin, but that His
power must also overcome time. What about allehebo have served Him and have
been put to death for their faith? Who can hegntA Only the Lamb of God, the One
who can comfort them as He brings vengeance upasetiwvho refuse to repent. With
the opening of the'8seal we find that very vengeance being carried out

Is this a literal description of the end of therld@ Again, we must be cautious in
taking the Revelation literally when we want todahen taking it figuratively when we
wish. While the language clearly implies judgmand the end of life as we know it here
on earth, keep in mind that a picture is being teairhere, to help us understand the
severity of God’s judgment, and the importance @hf prepared, or “sealed” (counted)
as His children. Case in point; while the imagegebple looking for rocks and hills to
fall upon them to hide from God’s judgment is aidipicture, according to another
passage of scripture outside of Revelation, (I Tob2), will there really be any time for
such things to literally occur when Jesus comes&ga

Rather than getting caught up into extended dsouos as to how the sun could
become dark and yet the moon could still be seeia=l, or as to how people could
find their way into caves while the sky is beindled up and earthquakes are taking
place, we need to focus upon the main point ofhed! These cataclysmic and cosmic
events described at the opening of the 6th segllgihelps us to understand that God's
judgment upon the world is coming. Fortunately;, fllose who serve Him, it is the
Lamb that is opening the seals!

Chapter 7

Following a pattern we will find repeated laterthe Revelation, there is a pause
before the seventh event in a series occurs. €hdps that dramatic pause. Here we
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find the angels holding back the 4 winds of theéleaAgain, we must remind ourselves
that figurative language is the foundational stoetof every chapter of this book. Have
meteorologists actually found that there are onlyidds upon the earth? Does the earth
really have 4 corners? Of course not! Yet, even(iw our daily language) sometimes
speak of going to the "ends of the earth" and othesh language that is clearly
figurative. Such language is simply a dramatic vedypreparing the reader for the
opening of the 7th seal. Itis setting the stageah "earth changing" event. God's angels
(messengers) have now been dispersed to everyopéne earth, as they suspend all
normal activities upon it. While these angels hagen granted the authority to do great
harm to the earth, they are now told that God'splgeonust be "sealed" before the
destruction begins! It is at this point that Jééarns that the "number” of those sealed is
144,000. Remember, we have discussed at the begiohthis study that in this type of
literature, numbers are to be understood more Heir tsymbolic meaning than their
actual numerical value. The number 12 is foundti@ies in this book. Here, as in
chapter 4, we find a multiple of 12, or 12 timesQ® equaling 144,000. With each tribe
of the children of Israel numbering exactly 12,0€6e total of the 12 tribes comes to
144,000. If this were to be taken literally, itwéd be hard to imagine, first of all, that the
number of each tribe would come égactly 12,000! There is one particular religious
group that takes this passage to mean that onlfyréted 44,000 true Christians who have
passed on are allowed in heaven, while the regteobaved now living will have to be
content with a (sort of) "heaven on earth." Thod® take this path seem to have no
problem in interpreting "children of Israel" asudigtive, meaning "Christians,” but then
they quickly take the number 144,000 as being \iesal!

That not withstanding, note that John now seekisnvision yet another great
multitude which could not be numbered, consistifigalb nations, tribes, and so on,
standing before the Lamb in white robes. As hé&dagpon this scene, one cannot miss
the similarities to the actual historical triumptleadtry of Jesus into Jerusalem just days
before His arrest, trial, and crucifixion. Withege details the reader is again reminded of
the events leading up to the ultimate sacrificd thas made by our Lord, making it
possible for both the 144,000 and now this unnuedenultitude to even be in God's
presence. To me these simply represent all thedsdwoth those who lived before the
cross, and those believers who have lived and siece the cross. The use of the
specific number 144,000 was just a symbolic wagarfveying that all of the children of
Israel who were obedient to God will be a parthafttgreat throng. The reason perhaps
no specific number is given to symbolize all thdmdievers who have lived and died
since the cross, is because we are not just onenpairganized in specific tribes and
families. The gospel was for all nations, and wemio all nations! This chapter ends
with a brief discussion between John and one oRthelders. The elder first asks, and
then answers his own question, identifying thesepj@ein white robes as being those
who had come out of the great tribulation, and Wwhd been washed by the blood of the
Lamb. For them, the times of trial were now ové&here would be no more suffering as
they had endured upon this earth. They would reawain in the presence of the Lamb,
and God will wipe away their every tear.

To sum up, in this chapter we find the "144,000'Gafd’s children and a great
multitude being sealed for their own protectiondoefthe ¥ seal is opened. For them
the times of trial are over. On earth, the finmlgment is at hand. The many tribulations
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God’s people are enduring here upon earth are aooehd. The joys of heaven are
about to begin!

SECTION #3: CHAPTERS 8 - 11

Thecentral point of the section is the opening of th® §eal, which brings about
the sounding of the 7 trumpets. The soundingwhpets is often a signal, in this case
one which signals God's punishment and ultimatgmeht upon the unrepentant world.
The punishments described particularly with tiietiree trumpets refer to the self-
inflicted physical results of the sins of mankin@ihe remaining 4 trumpets focus more
upon the spiritual punishment of man’s sins. Nbi& before these trumpets begin to
sound, that a 1/2 hour of silence is observedwatlg time for the prayers of the saints,
(along with the offering of incense), to be offetedsod.

With this section it becomes increasingly impottemseek out the overall point
without being sidetracked. Rather than trying ébedmine some specific future event in
history which we may perceive each trumpet to™fgt’'s remember to stay with the
spirit of the Revelation. The images of mass detsivn, widespread loss of life, fire,
smoke, locusts, poisoned water, all lend themsdlvegbousands of interpretations, yet
the point of such speech is to impress the readtér the severity of God's punishment
upon unrepentant mankind. | see one of the kegegein this section being 9:20-21,
where we find the rest of mankind who survivedhbécausts still unrepentant. Is it not
true to this day, that despite the misery thathss brought to mankind, he still (as a
whole) refuses to repent? So it will be until fimal judgment.

Thetime-span of this section is parallel to the previous sewiove have studied.
The sounding of the trumpets again reveals thetyisif man, and the miseries he has
brought upon himself, culminating in the judgmehGad toward an unrepentant world.
In this section we can again see the entire Canslispensation in which the saints have
prayed while the nations rage.

The Keys” given to the reader to unlock the mysteries is #@ction are not as
clearly identified as those found in previous sBwi| however three passages stand out as
key verses:

10:11 "You must prophesyagain about many peoples, nations, tongues, and kings."

11:8 "And their dead bodies will lie in the streetof the great city which spiritually is
called Sodom and Egypt, where also our Lord was caified."

11:16-18 [The prayer of the 24 elders serves asammary of this section.]
The key words in this section are the nmameg descriptions that assault one's
senses with sound (8:5 / 11:19), aroma (8:3-4)t (&d), taste (8:11 / 10:9-10), pain

(8:5-6), and colors (9:17). Once we see the metiidde Revelation, it becomes easier
to understand the message.
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The key number in this section continuebe the number 7, with the sounding of
the 7 trumpets. However, of even greater signifteain understanding this section is the
fraction 1/3. In this section we find the following "thirdsestroyed: trees, green grass,
sea creatures, ships, rivers, springs, waters,rsoon, stars, and also T/®f mankind!
After looking at this section as a whole, it shobktome obvious to the reader that he
need not attempt a refresher course in fractiomsbasic math, but rather see that with
each sounding of the trumpets, only a portion srdged. A third is not all, neither is it
even half, yet it is a significant part of anythind do not believe that any of the 7
trumpets refer to any specific time in history emively, yet is it not true that man has
frequently brought upon himself wars and plaguest thave decimated a significant
portion of the population and the planet?

Some other numbers appear in this sedhat seem to have no significance at
first glance. We find in 11:2 the number of 42 riien What is the significance of 42
months? If this were referring to automobile pagise car owners would quickly
compute that he is speaking of 3 1/2 years. Infdhlewing verse you will also find the
number 1,260 days. Convert this number into magr{thigide by 30), and you will again
have 42 months or 3 1/2 years. Note also in 1thelmention of 3 1/2 days. It is
significant that 3 1/2 is exactly one-half of 7aths, it does not represent completion or
perfection, but rather represents an event of ddituration. Anything given such
numbers is not eternal.

It is important to mention at this poithat any system of interpreting the
numbers found in Revelation will at some point age have shortcomings. We cannot
"work" the Revelation like algebra; it is both avetation from God, and also a work of
art. Just as the Psalms cannot be broken downairdggstem, likewise any efforts to
systemize the Revelation of John will at some poiigs the spirit of the message.

In the first three sections, (chapters11l}, we were primarily concerned with the
church and its struggles here on earth. Beginnirg this section, and throughout the
rest of the Revelation, we will be focusing upom thackground conflict behind the
earthly struggle, which is between Christ and Satan

Chapter 8

In this chapter we find the pause before the ompmifithe ' seal is now
concluded with a time of silence in heaven for praybeing offered to God, which is
then broken with the sounding of th& ttumpet. It is interesting to note that once the
censer is emptied of its incense, it is then fillgth fire, which is promptly thrown to the
earth. God has now heard the prayers of the sareinow He is ready to begin His
judgments upon mankind!

The 7" seal thus opens in seven stages, each part beiaffiéd by the blowing
of another trumpet. The™ltrumpet brings about hail and fire mixed with kdobein
thrown to the earth, burning up T/®f all the trees and grass upon the earth. T‘ﬁe 2
trumpet turns 1/8 of the sea into blood, killing 173of all sea life and destroying 19®f
all the ships man has built. Th& 8umpet sounds bringing about the poisoning of'1/3
of all the fresh water, killing many people whordrifrom these tainted waters.
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What does this all mean? Some environmentallydednChristians today may
point out that man is quickly reaching these lew#lpollution and destruction of our
own planet, but isn't this missing the figuratiwpiritual nature of this entire book?
Keeping with the spirit of symbolism, it is much raoconsistent to view these
catastrophes as being symbolic of the suffering jadgments of God that man has
brought upon himself in any generation, not jusbum modern times. If even a portion
of the events described in this chapter were taadlgt take place, there would be no
unrepentant "rest of mankind” still surviving upibis planet (9:20-21)!

Keep in mind that usually the sounding of a trumgefor the purpose of
providing a warning, or an announcement. The openof the 7th seal now produces 7
trumpet warnings to mankind. Each trumpet is agmssively violent and terrifying
description of the miseries that were to be browglun the earth. It is not a coincidence
that the events that follow the blowing of the tpets are reminiscent of the plagues that
were brought upon Egypt in the days of Moses.

The sounding of the”‘4trumpet, however, seems to shift our attentiomfiibe
destruction of the earth as it focuses our gazeangpand beyond. God's judgment upon
the inhabitants of earth now even reaches symbglicdo space itself, as 1/3rd of the
sun is struck, 1/3rd of the moon, and even 1/3rthefstars! While there is no doubt that
other Bible passages indicate that the heavensgdht, and even the elements of the
universe will actually pass away at the end of fime must remember that in the book of
Revelation, word pictures are being painted. Guodisnings and God's judgments are
being figuratively described in such a way thatrettee dullest of mind might be both
frightened and stirred! Literally any scientifisalminded soul would know that the
universe, much less life on earth, could not caminf 1/3rd of the sun were to be
extinguished. Any alterations to the delicate bedabetween the earth, the sun, and the
moon would render human life impossible to sustaiihe events described in this book
are not literal descriptions of what will happeridse, during, or after the judgment, but
they are written to help the reader understandréfadity of God's judgment, and to
picture the horrific consequences of an unrepentamtid. John's vision is now
becoming ever more cataclysmic and vivid!

Chapter 9

With the sounding of the'Strumpet, it is as though hell itself is openechede
locusts from the bottomless pit are sent out witthecs not to harm the vegetation, but
rather man himself! In addition, they are instaeachot to kill, but tatorture mankind.
The pain from their sting would cause men to dewirdie if it were possible. While
some may consider this a literal description of,le&dep in mind that this plague was not
eternal, but rather is limited to a time-frame 6&f thonths." Actual hell is not being
discussed, but rather one might say the influeheg hell (actually Satan himself) has
brought upon this earth is the key point of thiaper.

The description of the locusts should not be tak@at, piece-by-piece, but rather
should be seen as a whole, helping the readeetdtfe terror of those who live this life
unprepared for the “blowing of each trumpet.” Témdstence of creatures having the
combination of human features with animal and ihsapabilities could be the subject of
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a horrifying movie, but the Lord uses these imagemstill within the reader a proper
fear of Satan and his forces at work upon thisheaifhe meaning of the Greek term
“Apollyon” (9:11) leaves little doubt who is beindjscussed here. His name means
“‘Destroyer.”

The sounding of the6trumpet releases four angels who are now sentodkiti
1/3% of mankind. The number of the army gathered @mous, and the riders upon the
horses defy description as many colors, animal$,eaen fire and brimstone are used to
describe their appearance.

Much effort has been made by many commentatots @ exact identity of this
army, but again it seems that such efforts are ingsthe point. This is no army in
particular, but rather it symbolizes the spiritaaffering that has and will continue to be
brought upon those who are unprepared to meet @mit. Perhaps the most shocking
section of this chapter is that after the destouctf 1/3° of the earth’s vegetation, sea
life, fresh water, and human population, that threseaining would still be unrepentant!

In summary, the Revelation is indeed a lesson hotlthe power of God’s
judgment, and also in the foolish strength of matigborn will. Looking back, we have
seen a large portion of the land, sea, and rivaleng with the heavenly bodies,
destroyed. As the bottomless pit is opened, eversavdestruction is brought upon
mankind, yet there is still no real change in tlieddvior of mankind upon the earth. |
interpret this section of John's vision to simply describing the ongoing woes of the
earth as seen from God's viewpoint. Throughoutohis man's rebellion to God's
principles has unleashed the power of the bottsmpiisupon each generation that has
embraced such practices. At the base of everytewemvhich human beings are
responsible for the suffering of other human beirgse can find numerous ways in
which those responsible have rejected God's commeant$ and values. In general, each
of the trumpets symbolizes the calamities that ke will occur repeatedly throughout
history due to sin. All these atrocities will sctlag be key evidence brought forth at the
judgment.

Chapter 10

Before the # trumpet is sounded, we again find a "break inabtion,” as we
found prior to the opening of"7seal. During this break a mighty angel comes from
heaven with a little book, stands astride land sewl and speaks with the voice of seven
thunders. It is here that John is not permitteevtite what he has heard. Perhaps the
greatest significance of the 7 thunders is thdtoalgh much is being revealed in this
great book, there are some revelations that aréonohan to know! Someday we just
might be told what was uttered by the 7 thundeuswhile we are here upon this earth, it
was not God's will for them to be revealed. One raak, "Why was John given a
revelation that he could not reveal?" It wouldmeeie answer is simply this; the one
thing we learn from the 7 thunders is that theeesmme things that Gaalill not reveal
to those living upon the earth! We therefore canctude that, since God loves us, those
things that he has not revealed to us are thimgiswkdon't need to knowight now. In
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fact, it may be that there will be yet other thinlgat we will not need to know in heaven
as well! If that should be the case, who will veetb complain?

This passage may remind us of Paul's experienceded in Il Corinthians 12:1-
6. In this passage Paul speaks of himself in hirel person, referring to "a man" who
was caught up to the third heaven which he alsig tBhradise.” It was there he heard
things which were not only inexpressible, but whioh was also forbidden to utter!
Whatever those words were, we may also concluddhkacontent of the seven thunders
was equally forbidden to be revealed to all.

But what are we to make of the "little book" déised in verses 8-10? In the
vision, John was told to actually eat a book! Nolike some heavily spiced meals we all
have eaten, the little book tasted good in his imdotit was bitter in his stomach! Here
the key verse (10:11) helps us to understand ehisfer to the ongoing dilemma of those
who preach and teach God’s word. His Word is swe¢hose who love God and His
word, but often to proclaim God’s word, one musbgbroclaim the bitter judgments that
are about to come upon those who refuse to hear. nlany godly men and women
throughout history, preaching the gospel has ndt caused actual indigestion, but as
seen in the pages of the Bible, some paid fortit ieir lives!

| believe the "little book™ John speaks of wasréality just a reference to the
entire series of revelations that he was at tihae toeing given. The "little book" that he
had to "eat and then digest” was and is the vepoKbof Revelation” we are now
studying.

Chapter 11

This sidebar before thé"#rumpet continues with John being given a meagurin
rod and being told to measure the temple. In gitims order, God is showing His desire
to again define the boundaries of His reign, analémtify His people. The “temple” in
this case represents the church and the sancti&wpds people as they seek shelter in
Him, and those “outside the temple” are obviouslg wvorld. But what about the 2
witnesses? Perhaps it would be best to say tlesgt $hmply represent God’s people
throughout the ages who have borne witness to &tisen Some consider the 2 witnesses
to conveniently represent the godly Jews who liveder the Old Covenant, and all loyal
Christians who have lived and will live under theviNCovenant. Others just see the 2
witnesses as referring back to the common praofitikee apostles and the early disciples,
as they were often sent out two by two. Noticé thaerse 10 they are also described as
"prophets.” In keeping with the figurative natwfeeach revelation, one does not have to
conclude that these 2 withesses must be identifged literal prophets named elsewhere
in scripture. These 2 prophets are simply symbb#dl of God's servants throughout the
generations who have been given the challenging e¢dsmeasuring God's sanctuary,
keeping God's people together, and helping theavtad the consequences that are to
come upon those outside His temple!

As discussed earlier, the work of these 2 witnesges for 1,260 days, which
would also be 3 %2 years. The significance is thair work, (and ours), is for a limited
duration, and is not for an eternity. The timetloéir ministry is described in days,
perhaps to emphasize the fact that their ministrg adaily ministry.
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Although God supplied and protected these 2 wiegswe also learn that for
each minister of God there comes an end to hisigdlyspportunity to serve. With the
death of each servant of God, the world rejoicebamg freed from the torment of his
message. The surprise is that the death of Cmistiartyrs does not end their work, and
that the message of God cannot be stopped. Naté ik the "beast from the bottomless
pit" that makes war against the 2 witnesses. Sataws his enemy, and as with our
Lord Himself, Satan will make every effort to sitenand to stifle God's Word. Here
both the infamously evil city of Sodom and the vadkess of the ancient nation of Egypt
are summoned to serve as the location of the naantyrof the 2 witnesses. Immediately
we learn that these are just figurative names, taatthey actually symbolize the city
better known as Jerusalem, in which our Lord wasitied.

Amazingly, however, in verse 11 we find the 2 w#ses are only "down for the
count” of 3 1/2 days, after which they are resus@@nd summoned to heaven! | do not
believe that this passage is referring to the restion of Jesus, or to any other specific
individuals found in the Bible, but rather symbekzthe spiritual resurrection upon
which all of God's servants base their faith.

The message found in chapter 11 is not a new ibias now been restated in
numerous ways in this book. The church has anidcatitinue to go through hard times,
but each phase of persecution with produce greaphets" or "witnesses" that will not
be afraid to speak, even unto death. God, howevdaithful and He will bring about
justice. As each wave of ungodliness gains a pexdevictory, they will soon suffer a
tremendous defeat. The earthquake that followskdisdl/10th of the entire city is just a
graphic way of making that point. Evil always etwally brings about its own
destruction. Interestingly, however, in some cakesughout history some do come to
their senses during these times of self-creatdailriions. In verse 13 we find some
giving glory to God as the result of their fealNoge this in contrast to those unrepentant
souls who survived the plagues that came aboutapter 9:21.)

With the reading of verse 17, finally th& Trumpet is sounded. These final
verses in chapter 11 are the words of victory fellg the judgment of God! God’s
people have been measured and translated intoddigehly abode. Praise now will be
offered for eternity in His kingdom.

Note that as we come to the end of what we arengdisection 3," we have again
returned to the throne room of God, where, we afiaththe 24 elders worshipping God
and singing praises to His Name. Just as we fatitide end of sections 1 & 2 (see 3:21
& 7:17), victory has been won, the war between gand evil is now over. Keep in
mind, however, that with each new section, we wilback and re-cover basically the
same ground, only with different symbols and mataidks being given to various aspects
of the trials and tribulations of Christians, thelgment of evil, and the final victory for
those who love the Lord!

SECTION #4: CHAPTERS 12 - 14

Thecentral point of this section is the spiritual war that has chjetween Christ
and the Devil. To the first century saint as welltaday, it is tremendously important for
us to know that whatever battles we may be fightiage on earth, the ultimate battle has
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already been fought (and won) in unseen realmsthodigh the great victory has been
won by the blood of the Lamb, this section helpsersthat the defeated army of Satan is
still claiming casualties through those on eartlowbek to fight on the side of a "losing
team.” This process continues with each generglikaa defeated army that continues
to enlist new recruits, destined to die for a dyaagise. In this section we also see the
great images of human strength and power that Saaanharnessed in his doomed
struggle. Yet despite of all his powers of perguasthere still remains that complete
number of 144,000 souls carrying the name of thiadfawritten on their foreheads!
God's people can and will survive as His people!

The time-span of this section, like previous sections, again ezevthe entire
Christian dispensation. In 12:5 we see a cle@reete to the birth of Christ, and Satan's
intense war campaign against Him. In 14:14-20 bwmicus reference to the final
judgment brings to a close the Christian age agdhnih is harvested.

The'keys” given to the reader to unlock the mysteries ia #action are:
12:9 “The great dragon” = the Devil (Satan)
12:10-11 “male Child / Lamb” = Christ
12:17 “the rest of her offspring” = Christians
14:3 “the 144,000” = those redeemed from the earth

The key words of this section besideséhogntioned above include the "beast,"
both from the land and the sea, (13:1,11). It bex® clear that the beasts symbolize
Satan's evil representatives here on earth (13:2)so find "forehead" to be a key word,
for not only do we see the 144,000 carrying theithEr's name on their forehead, but we
also learn that those who worship the image ofbébest have his number on their right
hand or forehead. The forehead is obviously heesl s the "outward billboard" of the
beliefs and convictions of the mind and soul of man

The key numbers in this section are agaueal. It shouldn't be difficult to see
the pregnant woman with 12 stars on her head as@edple. Yes, it is true that Mary
gave birth to Jesus, but she was of the Jewislomd@tom which sprang the Messiah.
Again in this section we find the number 1,260. eGmay be tempted to call this the 3
1/2 years of Jesus' ministry, however | see itiaply speaking of the protection God
gave, (and continues to give to His people). Noitics the same amount of time given to
the 2 witnesses (11:3).

The dragon is described as having 7 heads, itlicthat he possesses no lack of
intelligence with which to operate. We also findhthaving 10 horns, symbolizing the
fullness of worldly power.

Unquestionably the number "666" holds the titlebeing the most infamous
number in the Revelation. The wording of 13:18esr¢he reader to calculate it and to
understand it, but with the many pre-conceived filesgpervading today's interpretation
of the Revelation, it is no wonder that so manylaxations of the number have surfaced.
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| personally have either read or heard of the falhg men or things being identified (and
calculated) as having the number "666" in their earilitler, Mussolini, Stalin, various

Popes, Nero, the Social Security System, labornsjiand the Mormon church, just to
name a few. A more complete list of popular intetations throughout the years would
most certainly include representatives of extreofasrious religions and politics for the
past 20 centuries. | mention these as a detetoetaver-interpreting” the Revelation.

There is no doubt that there has, (and will be)n,@omen, and organizations that
Christians may see as filling the role of "the lfeasour day. We may even find ways
in which the name of that individual may "fit" threumber of 666. Keep in mind,

however, that the Revelation was written for magaagations than our own.

Staying within the spirit of the Revédax, is it not more appropriate for the
reader to see that the idea of the number "66@Hast the principle of the beast is one
who's allegiance is to the dragon, and who's nurfadsrshort of the perfect 7 not once,
but three times? If 666 is a specific individualanliving, then all other generations who
would have read the Revelation would have beenlesdg confused. If, on the other
hand, we see 666 as being exactly what he is @estcto be in this passage, then we
come away with a message that speaks to any gemeratVe would not be in error to
say that all of the evil people who have oppressedkind and demanded worship in
their day could carry the number of 666. We carnimoit the beast numbered "666" to
our generation alone. We again must see that dlmilations involved here are not
mathematical, but rather symbolic.

In 14:20 we also find the blood that capu of the winepress being up to the
horses' bridles, and extending 1,600 furlongs.s Wuould translate to about 200 miles! It
is clear that such a "river of blood" is not totaken literally, however the symbolism of
the wrath of God being poured out upon unrepemaan is made quite clear. Why,
1,600 furlongs? | see no specific reason othen tharound number arrived at by
multiplying 4 x 4 x 100. Remember "4" is the numbweat often represents creation. A
“river" of blood very clearly symbolizes the totgliof all human life having faced the
wrath of God for their unrepentance.

Chapter 12

The picture of a woman giving birth and an ugly dedgon waiting to devour her
Child is one we will not soon forget. More imfaortly, however, we must remember
the actual struggle that ensued upon the birth lmis to which this passage clearly
refers. To be more specific, | do not take thibéareferring to any labor pains that Mary
may have experienced in giving birth to Jesus,rhtlter to the trauma that the Jewish
nation began to suffer as they struggled to acelepeentry into their midst. Following
His birth, the flight of Jesus’ family into Egypb tescape Herod’'s wicked plan fits
perfectly with the symbolism of this passage. Wayralso include, however, the many
later efforts that were made to silence or to Ba#lsus before His ministry had been
completed. These were all efforts of Satan to 6dev the Child. This passage also
states that as the great red dragon was waitireptdhe baby upon His birth, that the
dragon's tail reached out into the heavens andtsiW@mf all the stars to the earth! Keep
in mind that back in chapter 8:12 we see an artgé&irsy 1/3 of the stars already, so if
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you are keeping track, (or wish to try to interptteése revelations mathematically), we
are now down to only 1/3 of all the stars remaihifkggom a purely astronomical point of
view, the laws of gravity and physics would seenntdicate that such a loss of mass in
the universe would not be sustainable, yet lifeearth somehow goes on! | mention this
again to simply reinforce the point that we shoubd take such statements literally. The
red dragon's "tail swipe at the heavens" merelytmfires his hatred for the earth, while
this entire passage contrasts the great threatjukata newborn Baby posed to this
powerful beast!

Unseen by earthly eyes, however, there raged tbadbr battle in heaven,
between the forces of Satan and the forces of Qbeas a war like none other. The
angel known as "Michael" is here pictured as conuednrhis legions of angels as they
went up against the forces of the dragon and h®lyrangels. We should mention that
Michael is one of the few angels actually mentiobgchame in the scriptures, and that
he also has the distinction of being the only amg#&rred to as an "arch-angel” in the
Bible (see Daniel 10:13 / Jude 9). This would @adie that he is a ranking angel, perhaps
actually commanding other angels in their dutiegving said this, should we conclude
that since Michael is mentioned in these termswéisee, that this passage (Revelation
12:7-12) should be taken entirely literal? To iiptet this passage entirely literal would
be, again, to miss the point. However this istotay that Michael, and all of his fellow
angels, have not been involved in the battle ofdgeersus evil. Simply put, even in the
most symbolic passages a few familiar terms ard tsénelp the reader to put together
the entire puzzle!

Not surprisingly Satan lost this battle in heavienbe "cast down to the earth.”
Again we must not see this as an actual militatipagcbut rather a spiritual war between
good and evil. Certainly Satan sought to gainemagadvantage when Jesus went to the
cross. However Satan’s power “fell like lightningfth the victory of Jesus over the sins
of mankind. This point is made even more vividlythe very first Messianic prophecy
found in scripture. After the fall of man, God neathis ominous statement to Satan;
"And | will put enmity between you and the womamdabetween your seed and her
Seed; He shall bruise your head, and you shallseriiis heel (Genesis 3:15)."
Unfortunately, for those who do not seek the satétyhe blood of the Lamb, Satan’s
hatred and wrath is poured out, for he knows Inietis short! He's already received his
"head wound," but his final total demise is yetctime. With the dragon (Satan) being
cast down to the earth, he now no longer has "att¢esGod's dwelling place, and must
now focus his attention and fury upon the dwellipigce of man. His efforts to
continually accuse and "run down" ever single sagqubn the earth is thwarted by the
power of Christ. In any ordinary battle, those wieed the most, lose. In this battle, it
is the blood of the Lamb that has won our struggjainst the dragon! Armed with this
great security, soldiers of Christ can now conftlego into battle knowing that they
cannot lose! Even those persecuted to the poideath by Satan's subordinates do not
have to cling desperately to their physical liiesowing that they will live eternally in
heaven with our Lord.

Meanwhile Satan’s persecution of God’s people inoed throughout history,
and unto this day. As he failed to destroy theldCtiiat was born to the woman, he then
went after her other "offsprings.” This would ratly include His first disciples, but
even those living today who have found protectiorHis army. His fury against the
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woman has now been transferred to all Christidrtse dragon even spews enough water
out of his mouth to create a flood upon the eantlan attempt to drown the woman! | do
not see this as an allusion to the great floodtHat was ordained by God. Some may
see this as a reference to the Israelites croshimdred Sea, but perhaps the simplest
interpretation is that this is just another waysbbwing the wrath of Satan against God's
people and the church. Yet, no matter how greatdéstruction may be, God's people
must not grow faint. As Christians, the war weefas not to determine the overall
outcome, but is rather a battle for each of ounviddal souls. Although the Lamb has
won the war for us, if we try to stand without Hifar us the battle will be lost!

Chapter 13

Although we have been saying all along that theeReion is forall generations,
there are some sections that seem to rely heapiy whe historical background of the
early Christian era. This view finds support ire thery first verse in which the
revelations that were being given to John werehtons'things which must shortly take
place." Since many aspects of that time period will alwagsemembered by mankind,
such references could be understood by all futieeeations. At the same time,
however, the power of Rome as manifested throughRibiman church that followed, is
not only still influencing the religious world togait is also being copied by other secular
and religious powers in each generation. | seeuiew of interpretation being supported
by 1:19 in which John is further told t&Vrite the things which you have seen, and the
things which will take place after this."

The Sea Beast is perfectly illustrated by the okéhe Roman Empire. Her sea
power became complete with the total and decisieéeat of Carthage, and her
geographic position, (jutting out into the middfetlee Mediterranean Sea), gave her easy
access by sea to the eventual control of mucheotiwilized world. The “head wound”
(13:3) has been interpreted many ways, but perktadest view is to see this as a
reference to the resurrection of Jesus Christ, hvBiting the Roman world, bringing
about the Christian revolution that changed Romevier. This was followed by several
terrible persecutions, during which Satan was aldwo put many to death, and to
reclaim many who had become followers of Jesus.

The eventual rise of the Land Beast is represeqtate® well by the rise of the
Roman Catholic Church, which eventually came up ajfuthe declining power of the
secular Roman government. The idea of a dragokirigdike a lamb, causing all the
earth to worship Rome, performing “great signsyting people to worship the beast, all
seem to clearly refer to the power of false relgicA study of history shows how the
Roman Catholic Church eventually even took on acsire similar to the Roman
government, as her spiritual control of the wordowdy replaced the Roman military
power.

It is important to remember, however, that in gvgeneration one could find
examples of the beast disguising himself in théhohg of evil governments, and also in
the guise of false religion. Rome, followed by RomCatholicism, was only the
beginning. Every generation has had its versiotRoime," and almost every generation
has seen the rise of yet another state sponsdesdmtto control the religious beliefs and
practices of those who live under its control. tHis sense the beast rising up out of the
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sea is just a general description of every maratest of human governments that will
continually rise and fall throughout the Christiara. The sea represents the constant
unrest and upheaval of human efforts to changet@mdntrol the earth. In this part of
the vision, John saw a cross sample of human gallitiistory, and it was not an easy
sight to behold!

With these thoughts in mind, many have gone s@gatio attempt to identify the
beast as a specific Roman Emperor. Some have shemn the name of Nero Caesar
equaling "666" by turning the Greek letters of h@&ne into their numerical equivalents.
Perhaps this was the "coded" message of this nyrbet would find it hard to believe
that the average Christian living in that time wbulave made such a connection.
Although these are tempting theories, | refer biackarlier statements about the number
of the beast being a symbolic number, one that avbubny earthly leader who seeks to
gain the worship or admiration of the world in thlace of Jesus. That is to say, if the
number 7 was a number of perfection, having the bermof 666 would be a number
falling short of perfection times 3! The number77Would make one think of the
perfection of the Godhead. Conversely, what theesdhe number 666 bring to mind?
From this perspective, | would not see the numié& & a difficult math problem that
must be decoded, but rather an obvious referen@myohuman leader or organization
that attempts to defy the power of God. CertaMéro fits this description, but then so
do a number of others! Using this approach, onesdwt have to assign numerical
values to the letters of the name of every evilaghg leader to determine if he or she is
filling the role of an antichrist. If Nero was tlfiest "666," he has certainly not been the
last! As long as this world stands, new "beast#l'a@ntinue to rise up from the sea of
humanity, and some will truly earn the number @366

Chapter 14

We now turn our attention from Satan’s realm te Kingdom of God. With the
Lamb standing on Mt. Zion, we see all of God’s deapith Him, with His name written
on their foreheads. This is the perfect countérparthose we saw in the previous
chapter, belonging to the Beast with his numbetheir foreheads. For the sake of those
who may still be “set” on the literal interpretatiof the 144,000, we may also point out
that a literal interpretation of these passagesldvalso see heaven filled only with male
virgins (14:4). This of course, is not to be takerally, but is simply a way of referring
to the purity of a large number of God’s people whilb be saved from the deceptions of
the beast. In keeping with this same approachterpreting Revelation, we would also
conclude that 14:1 is not speaking of all Chrisgtissomehow literally having their
Father's Name written on their foreheads.

Note that in 13:15-17 we found that it was alsa ghat the beast was given the
power to put a mark oeveryone'sight hand and forehead, and that everyone with@ut
number would not be allowed to buy and sell. Sitiad passage stated that everyone
would receive a mark from the beast, if we wergate this all literally, we would have
to conclude thagveryonewill be marked by the beast, and that those whkoCirristians
would also be marked (on the same forehead) with'<3dame. This would seem a bit
confusing, and on most foreheads, a bit crowdetlls passage, however, is one of the
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most commonly quoted by pre-millennialists as #tigrcoming to pass in our time. The
advent of barcodes a number of years ago had matiyneaning Bible students very
concerned about the coming mark of the beast. Mecently, many see the technical
capability of our government to actually inject identifying chip in (first) our soldiers,
and (eventually) the general population, as agercoming of the day in which the beast
will be able to mark us all. While most Christiartand | would say even most non-
Christians), would not want this to come to passorn't believe this is the point of this
passage. Symbolically, all Christians "wear" tlaene of Christ in such a way as all can
see. The forehead is symbolically the billboardoné's mind. Just centimeters away
from the seat of our biological mind and soul, whatter way to illustrate the direction
of the human soul contained within, than to spdaka@ing His Name written upon it?

The warnings continue to grow stronger in the Rai@. The angels flying in
the midst of heaven crying out “fear God,” and “Blaim is fallen.” The % angel speaks
even more explicitly of God’s wrath and the punigminto come for those who worship
the beast. These three proclamations are themwietl by the perhaps the best summary
of the theme of the Revelation we could fintBlessed are the dead who die in the
Lord from now on,...that they may rest from their labors, and their works follow
them (4:13).”

In the second half of chapter 14 we see Jesuarpittas the One ordering the
harvest of the earth. With a sickle in his hand,aagel is sent to harvest those of the
earth, deserving God’s wrath. The "sickle" staasl®ne of man's oldest tools, and also
holds the position as one of the oldest symbolsap¥est, only in this case it is mankind
that is being "harvested!" In popular mytholog ttgrim-reaper" always carries the
sickle (or its larger cousin the scythe) of deaffhe winepress was an ancient method
used to squeeze the last drops of juice from thpegharvest. Human feet were usually
used to "trample out the vintage," followed latetime with the development of a screw
type mechanism that would exert a more consistetitcamplete pressure on the grapes
that had been collected. These "grapes of wraghinasymbolize all those unrepentant
souls that will eventually suffer these horrificnsequences.

Again, as we approach the end of another of thecfians of the Revelation, we
have a dreadful image of the judgment. The rifdrl@od of those lost, is to the depth of
a horse’s bridle, and extending to over 200 milsg! This is again a figurative
description of the judgment, but in a very vivid yhelps the reader to emotionally
understand the tremendous loss to humanity the beasbrought about. False religion
and ungodly human governments have cost humanitg than could ever be measured.

It is my hope that the reading and understandinthis passage may help yet
another soul to become a part of that symbolic eGR4, who will not have to face this
destiny!
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SECTION #5: CHAPTERS 15 -16

Thecentral point of this section is the pouring out of the 7 bowafissod’s wrath
upon unrepentant mankind. It is important that se® the many close similarities
between the 7 bowls of this section and the 7 tetspf section #3. Both the sounding
of the trumpets and the pouring out of the bowlsmdgrabout various plagues and
catastrophes upon an unrepentant world. We cansas some similarities with the
opening of the 7 seals in section #2. It is im@atthat we see each of these sections as
parallel to one another, rather than connected@edd in a chronological series. If each
of these sections were to be placed end to endclagically, we may be confused into
thinking that there will be many final judgmentgher than just one. Looking back to
section #2, the opening of the 6th seal broughtrélaeler up to the final judgment. In
section #3 the ®Btrumpet brought the reader again to the final judgt. In section #4
we read of the Son of Man beginning the harveshefearth, again clearly referring to
the final judgment. Now in this section we fincetd bowls of wrath poured out upon
mankind, all leading the reader to the moment ef fthal judgment of God. For this
reason it is important for us to forsake our "westenentality that expects everything to
be written in chronological order, and to startdiag the Revelation in the unique way it
was written.

Due to the many similarities between thbowls and the 7 trumpets, we will
conclude that théme-span of this section is also the entire Christian disgaion. Note
again that despite the various plagues, (that erg similar to the plagues brought upon
the Egyptians in the days of Moses), that in 18:9y& find men blaspheming the name
of God and refusing to repent or to give Him glory.find these verses to be very
revealing, for they indicate that every knee hashet point in the Revelation not yet
bowed to God, (see Romans 14:10-11 / Philippian8-12), and that we are again seeing
the suffering man has brought upon himself. Suféehe must endure for not seeking
the power of God to remove the plagues, but rathgeating the ancient mistake of the
Pharaoh who chose to spend "one more night witlfrtigs” rather than to repent.

The most obviouskeys” given to the reader in this section are:
The plagues that occur with the pouring out of eachhowl (16:1-21)

In Exodus 7-11 we find that four of the plaguesitimed in the Revelation have
close counterparts in the plagues brought upon Eg¥ye final 2 bowls also include
some imagery, (frogs and hail) that are clear mlhssto the Egyptian plagues. With this
key in place we must ask, what is the most impottzsson that we may gather from the
Egyptian plagues? The answer is that those whisedb submit to the will of God, will
taste the wrath of God.

Frogs = Unclean spirits
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The key words in this section are "blaspbé/h"wrath of God,” and "plagues.”
With these words the reason for the conflict isegivas well as the consequences of that
conflict between unrepentant man and his Creai (.

The key number in this section is againribenber 7, for in this section we see
the final "7" series in the Revelation (7 churchéseals, 7 trumpets, and 7 bowls). Itis
interesting to note that the symbolism of the numbis made clear in 15:1, "for in them
the wrath of God is complete.”

The number "3" also appears in 16:13 Wifhogs, (unclean spirits). Although the
number "3" is often associated with Deity, (theheat Son, and the Holy Spirit), it is
obvious that here the number "3" represents thateoigit "deities" sent throughout the
earth to deceive with their sorceries and "signs.”

Chapter 15

This section opens with John recording yet anogineat sign he was given, that
being the 7 plagues that would soon be poured putdngels. Before the 7 plagues are
released, the heavenly scene is set in chapteorlthd dramatic journey of the 7 angels
from heaven to earth. In his vision, John seestwd@ks like a sea of glass that is
somehow either on fire, or that is shimmering andhb like a fire. Standing on this
smooth sea of glass are all those who have worithery over the beast. As they are
gathered together, John sees them holding har@®of singing the "song of Moses and
the Lamb."” Such a song would indicate that those are singing represent those saved
souls who had lived under the Old and the New Cantn Here again as in previous
chapters, we find victorious souls in heaven, wthlke final judgment on earth is still yet
to come. While this may pose a chronological pgobfor us, keep in mind that it is not
the point of each vision to put everything into amerly timeline. The main point
continues to be one of giving comfort as to theretlecondition of the saved who have
overcome the beast, while giving encouragementetsgvere those still living upon the
earth. Note that those rejoicing in heaven haad béstorious over the beast, his image,
his mark, and over the number of his name. Framdystg previous chapters, each of
these symbolic terms should now be more clearlyetsidod. Satan seeks to enslave
mankind in many different fashions. Those who tarde victorious must see through
and overcome each of his methods.

After this wonderful song of praise is heard, wen read of the temple or
sanctuary of the tabernacle being opened for adem To the Jewish mind, the temple
was a very sacred place. The thought of the ishane of the tabernacle being opened
was a very disconcerting thought. Yet, in thisons God has determined that it would
be revealed as the 7 chosen angels carrying tliddérgbowls were to be released upon
the earth. Each bowl was filled with the wrathGxd, as they were given to the angels
by one of 4 living creatures. | do not considegsth creatures to be the same as those
mentioned in chapter 13, seeing that those creatmoeshipped the dragon. Such would
not be permitted in the tabernacle of God. We raasume that this is a symbolic
reference to the cherubim who watched over the dfrthe Covenant in the most holy
place in the temple. As the temple now fills wiimoke, it becomes clear that the
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releasing of the 7 bowls of wrath is imminent. iDgrthis time, no one would be
permitted to enter the temple. Where there is smtitere is fire! The wrath of God is
ready to be discharged upon a world that truly desewhat is about to happen.

We may also note that regardless of conditions.gaoth, there is (and there will
be) great joy in heaven! The singing and the prgisf His name in heaven continues,
even as the 7 bowls of wrath are destined to beedet upon the earth.

Chapter 16

Now the order is given, and th& howl is emptied upon the earth. The results?
Mankind is infected with loathsome sores. This tsnature of the 6th plague that God
had brought upon the Egyptians in the days of Mos#swas the first plague that
Pharoah's magicians could not somehow replicateka. Even so, Pharoah did not yet
let God's people go.

The 2% bow! turns the sea to blood, killing every liviegeature of the sea. In
Exodus 7:14 we find that the 1st plague broughtuggypt was the turning of the river
Nile into blood. Here in Revelation, the 2nd bdwins the sea itself into blood, which
would effect the entire world.

The 3% bowl turns all the rivers into blood, which is reoparallel to the 1st
Exodus plague. The irony of this plague is thatadose of the wickedness on the earth,
those who have shed the blood of the saints anghpts will now only have "blood to
drink." Of course this is not to be taken liteyall'm not a doctor, but to my knowledge
human life could not be sustained if all water werébe turned into blood! As in the
days of Pharoah, however, those who chose to @sdtwill eventually suffer, as they
have caused the citizens of his kingdom to suffer.

The 4" bowl is different in that it is poured out uporetsun, causing men to be
scorched. Note again, (as in previous sectionghknd is still exhibiting a stubborn
heart that refuses to repent, even after such gugtring!

The 8" bowl is also different in that it is poured outompthe “throne” of the
beast. The mention of darkness and the pain pnogllee gnawing of tongues easily
reminds the reader of descriptions of hell founseehere in the Bible (see Matthew
25:30, Luke 16:24). However, again we find noarg@ance, and even more disturbingly,
a continuing blaspheming of the God of heaven!

The 6" bowl dries up a specific river, the great riverpBrates, allowing the
releasing of three unclean spirits out of the manftthe dragon, the beast, and the false
prophet. Since the Euphrates is still the namenaf of the major rivers in the Middle
East, many see the mention of this river as beamgehiow connected with recent turmoil
and wars in that region today. Keep in mind, hosvethat the Euphrates was a very
symbolic river, being one of the 4 rivers that wateEden. The Tigris and the Euphrates
together formed the Fertile Crescent, which marfigrr® as the "cradle of civilization."
As the Nile was the symbol of life to the Egyptiass was the Euphrates to those in and
around Mesopotamia. The 6th bowl is not describimgoutcome of a "nuclear war in
the Middle East,” but rather in keeping with themfplism of the entire book of
Revelation, it is employing such language to figiwvedy describe the consequences of
man's sin, and the beginning of God's punishmarthfr rebellion. Yet, the temptation
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for many commentators is to attempt to literallgdp this 6th bowl to some earthly event
that is soon to occur in that region. The MiddiesEhas been a hot spot for political
unrest throughout our lifetimes. If we go backtier into history, however, we could
find that this is not something new. 1,000 yeays & was even worse! The Crusades
were raging, Islam had declared holy war upon thas@ian nations of Europe, and had
taken over Jerusalem and the holy lands. Going t@mthe 7th century A.D., we find
Muhammad beginning his consolidation of the Arahlues, as Islam began to lower the
curtain of darkness over Arabia, north Africa, &&yond. To point to the violence and
unrest that is now taking place in the Middle Eastthe fulfilment of prophecy, is to
demonstrate a very limited view of history. Havsajd this, it is my view that the often
referred to "Battle of Armageddon” is not referriioga literal battle that will be fought in
the Middle East, but rather is a reference to ghetsal figurative battle that has, and will
continue to be fought, to the end of time. Ithe battle between good and evil, and for
those that are not on God's side in this conflisey will be gathered together as a
defeated army, awaiting their punishment.

At last the final # bowl is poured out, producing the greatest eadkguever
heard by man, splitting the "great city" into 3tgarThis great city that was a symbol of
the ungodly world, is referred to as "Babylon." iSTpassage reveals that God has not
forgotten the wickedness of the nations that haisema against Him throughout history.
Each and every such evil nation (and their leadsilé)e figuratively made to drink of
the wine of God's wrath. At this point in Johnisian, even the islands flee, the
mountains disappear or hide, and hail weighing iab@ut 100 pounds each, begin to fall
from the sky! Again we are surprised to find any@urviving, if this were to actually
happen, there would be no survivors! Yet rememb@s is a vision, not a literal
foretelling of future events. The really amazimgult of all this, however, is that once
again, we find those who are still living unrepenta

This chapter is complex, but the overall view dHouwot be beyond our
understanding. As in previous sections, we findl'€@nmediate judgment upon man’s
sin can be seen in the direct consequences ofMany of man’s diseases are passed on
by sinful behavior. Much of man’s suffering isfsefflicted. The wars of aggression for
land, power, and greed, continue. Yet we find adpaly the rebellion of man rather than
the change of his heart. Each of these plagudsaiing the reader up to the final
judgment of God. The similarities to the plagudsMoses upon Egypt are not
accidental. Just as each plague devastated Eggpgreater degree, the heart of Pharoah
grew harder to reach. For some people repentaiticeotvbe found.

SECTION #6: CHAPTERS 17-19

Thecentral point of this section is clearly the judgment of Godrronced upon
the world, (17:1) however in this section extra @ags is given to the earthly
organizations or governments devoted to Satan arttie oppression of God's people
(17:2/ 17:6). These 3 chapters explain the naifitke “Great Harlot,” the completeness
of her fall, and He who has brought about her f@lhapter 19 is a chapter of victory and
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rejoicing among the saints. We see similar vickognes at the end of sections #4 (14:1-
8), #3 (11:15-19), and #2 (7:9-17). This againvehthe parallel nature of each section,
for although each section is unique, there are monsesimilarities among the 7 sections
of the Revelation.

Thetime-span of this section can again be seen as the entiristi@m age. The

harlot is described as the "great city which reigmer the kings of the earth (17:18).”
Although many cities have reigned over other kingddhroughout history, it becomes
clear that the "role model" for this particularycitas Rome (17:9). Keep in mind that at
the time the Revelation was given to John, the powee saw and heard outside his
window was Rome. To those who first received tlegdRation, the only power they had
known in their lifetimes was that of Rome. It wReme that was used as the stereotype
of a nation drunk with the blood of saints, andsthipe for judgment. From the first
century we are then transported to the very erdf itgs God's apostles and prophets are
told to rejoice at God's vengeance upon the hd&il8i20). We conclude this section
when we witness the defeat of the beast and tlse falophet as they are cast alive into
the lake of fire (19:20).

The“keys” given to the reader to unlock the mysteries ia fi@ction are:

7 heads = 7 mountains (17:9)

10 horns = 10 future kings (17:12)

Lamb = Lord of lords / King of kings (17:14)

waters = peoples, multitudes, nations, and tongu¢$7:15)

woman (harlot) = great city (17:18)

fine linen = righteous acts of the saints (19:8)

Rider on White horse = Faithful & True (19:11) / Wad of God (19:13)

The key words in this section are: dall' "Babylon,” and "kings.” The most
memorable passage in 18:2 chants "Babylon the gréalten, is fallen!" We find in this
the theme of the ultimate demise and defeat of Babyvhich so fittingly represents the
epitome of evil embodied in human governments. ubihoBabylon was once used by
God to punish His rebellious people, her very néiwes on to this day representing that
which is evil on earth. In this section we findtlbdings who have fallen (17:10), and
powers that have fallen due to the victory of okimy of Kings" (19:16). Christ, (the
Word of God 19:13), is described as "King of kingst that is indeed what He is! The
great harlot is judged, her kings who had reignedr onany other kings, have been

broken. Even the beast and his false prophetamteirmto the lake of fire. "Lord of lords,
and King of king" indeed summarizes well the messafghe entire Revelation.
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The key numbers in this section areaalyeexplained for the reader in the text to
some extent. We are reminded in 17:12 that thebeurd 0" is often used when referring
to kings, horns, crowns, etc (also see 12:3 / 13Thus we may again conclude that here
it speaks of having complete power or rule. Maayehsought to name these 10 kings
through the study of Roman history. Some commergadre quite convincing in their
conclusions. However even if one could prove assigely which 10 Roman kings are
being referred to in this verse, is it of any re@nificance to the 20th century reader?
Our priority in this chapter is to see the influenof the dragon through the evil
governments of the world.

The 7 heads of the beast upon which the avosits are explained as 7 mountains
upon which the woman sits. We learn in 17:18 that"woman" or "great harlot" is the
great city which reigns over the kings of the earffhus the fact that the beast upon
which she sits has seven heads, (representindsy isilinteresting. Considering the fact
that Rome was known as the "city set on 7 hillsj5ino coincidence that we find this
city (harlot) also sitting on 7 hills.

To be consistent in our approach to theeReion, however, we must see that the
use of "Roman" imagery does not restrict the appbo of the Revelation to only the
days of Roman power. The Revelation was meanivithe reader an overview of the
history of man, in essence, his entire historya'gtance.” The temptation, however, is to
interpret it as a day-by-day account. The reasorthis error is obvious, for that is how
man sees history being made. It is only God whodsen the entire picture. Thus the
Revelation was given to broaden man's perspecfitteeovery events (both on earth and
in heavenly realms) that have shaped his worlghduld be no surprise to us that a first-
century document would employ first-century imaggrgonvey it's message.

Other numbers mentioned in this sectionr@peats from earlier sections, such as
the 24 elders (19:4), and the 4 living creatur@&4)l (See comments on section #2.)

Chapter 17

In this chapter we are introduced to the “Greatitdd One of the 7 angels who
had (in the previous section) assisted in pourmmgtioe 7 bowls now shows John the one
who "sits on many waters." Verses 1-6 give theleeshe complete, vile description of
her nature and her influence upon the world. Sthaescribed as the great harlot who had
engaged in fornication with the kings of the eaghd essentially all the inhabitants of
the earth were made to drink of the "wine" of hanication. As we have understood
throughout the Revelation, we realize this is natescription of a specific woman in
history, nor even necessarily a woman! The Greatdtl simply symbolizes the wicked
human organizations and governments of the wodt lthve led man into wholesale sin.
It seems, however, that the Great Harlot is nat gy government, but that rather she
represents any human government that gains enorocooii®©l over other governments &
kings, and thus gains extreme control of her subjas well as the nations of the world!
She is called Babylon, for to the Jews and mosisB@ans living in the T century, the
memory of the wickedness and power of Babylon vemgerndary. As we shall see,
however, many other nations have lived down to lthesl of Babylon, and one in
particular is clearly referred to in the followingrses.
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Verses 7-18 of this chapter are very interestimg) lzelpful in understanding the
“code” of the Revelation. We are first told that are going to learn about the “mystery”
concerning the woman and the beast. We first [danhthe Harlot was seen by John as
being "drunk with the blood of the saints and tHeod of the martyrs of Jesus.”
Although the earliest examples of persecution acending in the New Testament book
of Acts, this record ends before the organized qmerson of Christians began to be
leveled by the Roman Empire in the following getierss. It should be obvious that the
Harlot, Babylon the Great, clearly implicates thenf&n Empire. But in what way does
the Great Harlot represent Rome? It would appearthe Great Harlot symbolizes the
false religious front that was Rome. Even befoneisTianity arrived on the scene, Rome
had the pretense of being very religious. Pagaimstine form of many deities and idols
was at the center of the culture of Rome. LaterChristianity moved into this position
of prominence, it didn't take the pagan culture Rdme very long to dilute and to
degenerate what once was the pure gospel intongther false religion. This ability of
Rome, (and virtually any great power that has ewested upon the earth), to produce
and to promote such an entity is perfectly symtealiby the expression "The Great
Harlot."

If the Great Harlot is a representation of the datsligious front put forth by
Rome, then who is the beast? Note that the beast being introduced is clearly
described in Satanic terms. Ascending out of titeoinless pit, his end will be perdition
(destruction.)  Discussions about the "beasts"time&d in Revelation can get a bit
confusing, for the term "beast" has been used ilowa ways in previous chapters (see
chapter 13). But just as there are different Iseapbn the earth, we find various beasts
in this vision. In the final analysis, howevergyhare not that far removed from one
another.

We are told that the 7 heads of this beast areathgtd mountains Nearly all
commentators see a reference here to the city mfeRaorhis may be confusing, however.
If the Great Harlot represents Rome, why would Bheriding upon a beast that also
represents Rome? Perhaps the answer is foundahwséhlearned in chapter 13. There
we learned that the beast that rose from the s&d)(as clearly empowered by the
dragon, (Satan), but it was the Land Beast thagjuiBed itself as a lamb, while actually
exercising the authority of the Sea Beast! Henee@ncluded that the Sea Beast was the
secular civil Roman government, while the Land Beass the power of Rome
transformed into a quasi-religious power. It whattvery organization which later
became known as the Roman Catholic Church, gaiaimgst absolute power over the
many peoples and nations of the world. Thus thestent, "The waters which you saw,
where the harlot sits, are peoples, multitudespnst and tongues (17:15)."

In keeping with previous chapters, therefore, itldsseem consistent to conclude
that the "Great Harlot" is simply another way ted&e false religion riding on the back
of ungodly human governments. But, as we havenadtaphasized, we must see Rome
simply as a “type” of ungodly government that seemalways find its way to power in
each generation. Thus, the beast was not just Ribaéeast is any ungodly government
of which Rome was the clear and present exampliobm’s f' readers. With this in
mind, the 7 kings described in verses 10-11 arenaoe¢ssarily specific Roman kings, but
rather symbolize kings throughout the ages. Thhdi@s symbolize the complete power
that Satan gives to his kings, but each of theny ootupy their position for a limited
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time. During their time they will go to war witthé Lamb, but the Lamb will be
victorious. In verse 16 we are surprised to fimel ¢vil powers actually hating the harlot,
and seeking to destroy her! While secular govenimeften support false religion, they
also may quickly turn upon any form of religionhére were many waves of persecution
and actual pitched battles fought during the decbh secular Rome and the rise of the
Papacy. In real life we find that often the bestvorldly friends become great enemies
as they self-destruct. It is significant, howewat we see God's hand at work even
when evil entities turn against one another. Gasl land will continue, to even use the
ungodly to carry out His justice and judgments!

Chapter 18

John now hears another angel from heaven annoutioenépll of Babylon. He
announces; "Babylon the great is fallen, and hasrbe a habitation of demons and for
every foul spirit.” He speaks of how all the nasm®f the earth had drunk of the "wine of
Babylon's fornication," and how that many of theridad become rich because of her.
Just as we have read in the previous sectionseoR#wvelation, it is the ungodly that
profit from being in league with the world. In eo 2 it was one of the 4 horsemen that
created scarcity and thus profited due to the obwofrgoods (Rev.6:5-6). In section 4 it
was only those who had the mark of the beast whddcbuy and sell (Rev.13:17).
Although the world has found wealth due to its parship with "Babylon,” we again are
reminded of their coming plagues. The angel sdykeo; "In the measure that she
glorified herself and lived luxuriously, in the sanmeasure give her torment and
sorrow.” This reminds one of the rich man in therys of the rich man and Lazarus,
who's wealth and luxury were replaced by an excgehat was turned 180 degrees from
his previous life. But first, there must be a sapan, a culling out of God's people! Itis
then that the great invitation is offered; “Comd of her, my people, lest you share in
her sins...” God’s plan of punishment is clearlyagaled. The urgency of separation
from the ways of Babylon is proclaimed for God'®pke to hear.

In verses 9-19 the mourning begins. The mourointpose who had committed
sins with Babylon, and also the sorrow of those hhmhe business with her.
Unfortunately the mourning is not for their sinsfor the sinful state of Babylon, but
rather for what has happened to Babylon! Thenlisbf many of the precious goods
bought and sold by the world gives one a bit oigihisinto what was considered of value
in the 1st century world, most of which is stillugit after today. Yet it is said that the
merchants will weep, because there was no oneytdhsir merchandise. The mourning
reaches a crescendo, but is matched by the rejoafiheaven over her fall. The fall of
Babylon at last brings justice to the apostles thiedprophets whose blood had been shed
by her power.

Verses 21-24 record the epitaph of the wicked chen, as though to finalize
the death of this symbolic city, a mighty angebihs a stone as large as a millstone into
the sea. As he does so, he gives meaning to tiimady stating that "thus with violence
the great city Babylon shall be thrown down, andllsiot be found anymore.” The city
now lies silent. Her violent streets are now gdmer, music can no longer be heard, her
craftsmen are now absent, her lights are out, laadaist wedding has taken place.
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Chapter 19

The celebration of the saved in heaven now beginearnest in verses 1-10.
First, John hears a loud (collective) voice of aagrmultitude in heaven saying,
"Alleluia! Salvation and glory and honor and powerthe Lord our God!" As they
praise Him for His righteous (just) judgments, thmaltitude speaks of His fair judgment
of the great harlot who had corrupted the worldy Binging justice to her, God was
credited by the multitude for "avenging" those wiaal been victims of her wickedness.
The 24 elders now make another appearance, (Rév544, 11:16), and again add to
this song of praise. In this passage some veeyasting terms are used. It is here God is
described as “Omnipotent” or all-powerful. It is@here that the righteous acts of the
saints are described as “fine linen.” In thesesegmwe are also reminded of a parable of
Jesus with the expression, “Blessed are those wehoadled to the marriage supper of the
Lamb!”

Perhaps the most unexpected verse in this sesti@rse 10, where we find John
so overwhelmed by the visions he has been receitiva he attempts to worship the
messenger! John is quickly rebuked for this atterap the exhortation for all ages is
given, “Worship God!”

In the middle section of this chapter we find aradled “Faithful and True”
entering on a white horse. It is quite appareat the rider of this horse is the Lord
Himself, for He is also referred to as the “WordGdd.” It is important not to confuse
this horseman with those described in chapter &is fiorseman was given authority
from God to judge and to rule the armies of heavéie is also described “King of
Kings.”

The chapter ends by again pronouncing the findgnguent upon the unsaved
world. As an angel stands in the sun, he criesaalling all the birds of the air to, "come
and gather together for the supper of the great'GUOdlike the previous joyous "supper"
mentioned earlier in this chapter, however, thia sipper consisting of the flesh of those
who had made war against God's "army." As its kmmon, the beast was captured
(along with the false prophet), and both were aast the lake of fire. Certainly these
symbols are meant to convey images of the comidgment of those who have worked
against God's kingdom. While it certainly is naispible to fully describe "hell" in
human, physical terms, words and phrases suchladse bf fire" and "brimstone" are
symbols that help one visualize it. In keepinghwiite symbolism of Revelation, even
these terms should not been taken as literallytiagisn hell. What pain would physical
fire bring to spiritual beings? To be certain,lhtelf will be much worse than these
symbols! Note that as we grow closer to the enadhef Revelation, we find the
descriptions of hell becoming more graphic. Weraoe ready to begin the final section
of the Revelation.
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SECTION #7: CHAPTERS 20 - 22

Thecentral point of this final section of the Revelation is to raléhe ultimate
defeat of Satan and his forces, and the victorg€hufist and His saints. One could scan
the previous 6 sections and find that this has bimen overall reoccurring theme
throughout. Although each section is similar inhbmessage and span, it becomes most
obvious with this one that themphasishas shifted to the final judgment. Also notice
that much of what we find in this section has alsebeen mentioned in earlier sections,
however now greater detail is given.

The time-span of this section would appear at first reading & dnly the last
moments of human history before man is plungedigceternal destinies. However we
must again resist the temptation to allow "modesehsationalized interpretations to
color our understanding of the Revelation. Althotlgeemphasisf this final section is
being placed upon the final judgment, we must be¢ & bigger picture is still being
painted.

We must also remind ourselves that theeReon is a bock of symbols, and that
each word and each phrase must be seen for itsbjgosymbolic meaning. This is
especially important in these final chapters, feeremany who hold firmly to the belief
that the Revelation is a symbolic book, often bramlkay from this path as they reach
chapter 20 of the Revelation.

Thekeysgiven to the reader to unlock the mysteries ia s@ction are:
dragon / serpent = Satan / the Devil (20: 2)

The key words found in this section are the watdsund,” "death,” "life,”
“resurrection,” and "Jesus.” Out of the hundredsiroés the name of Jesus is mentioned
in the New Testament, one may find it surprisingt ih the book of Revelation the name
of "Jesus" is only mentioned 14 times. Throughbet Revelation He is unquestionably
the main "character,” however the infrequent usalgythe name "Jesus" speaks of the
symbolic nature of the book. Four times in thigfisection the Lamb of God is referred
to as "Jesus" (20:4 / 22:16 / 22:20 / 22:21).s &$ though, for the sake of those who are
still struggling to understand the Revelation, ¢thetain is pulled back a little extra at the
closing scene so that no doubt will remain as to Wés won the victory.

Although found only once in this sectiohe tword "bound” figures prominently
in these closing chapters, for it is Satan whoasna so that he should deceive the
nations no more. Once released, his final defeatirs, as he is cast into the lake of
eternal torment (20:10). Referring back to sectdn(12:7-12), we find that had it not
been for the blood of the Lamb, the "binding" oteé®awould never have taken place.
This indeed is the theme of the entire RevelatiBatan has been cast down! Christ has
overcome! Through His blood all Christians haverceme the Deceiver as well. The
battle has been won.

With the above thoughts in mind, the woldisath” and "life" also clearly play a
part in these concluding chapters. Three timeghrase "second death” is found in this
section (20:6 / 20:14 / 21:8). In 20:6 it is madiear that the second death will have no
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power over those who are priests of God, those arbedblessed and holy, having taken
part in the first resurrection. We may therefomaude that the "second death” is
another way of referring to the eternal damnatibtne wicked.

Note that in Matthew 25:46 eternal "dation” is placed in contrast to eternal
"life.” As much as heaven is the "life" to comellhs most certainly the second "death.”
In this section "life" is spoken of in connectiotitiwthe book of life, the tree of life, and
the water of life. Having seen such death and €la@scribed throughout the Revelation,
what a thrill it must have been to John to hear seel the life promised to all faithful
Christians in such refreshing terms.

"Resurrection” is only mentioned twicetire entire Revelation, but much has
been made of these two occurrences. In 20:5-6iveeiff is the just and holy that will
take part in the i resurrection. No mention is later made of &%“Bsurrection,”
however many have speculated about its naturecart be argued that since & 1
resurrection is spoken of, there must indeed b&%a ZThis does seem to be logical.
However, before we develop entire “"theories" (sastthe rapture theory) around 4 2
resurrection, let's attempt to keep this discussutthin its context. There can be no
doubt that the St resurrection is for Christians, and that tH¥ @eath is for non-
Christians. Christians will never experience tH8 @eath, that is, eternal spiritual
separation from God! Since faithful Christianslwiéver face the™ death, it would be
logical to conclude that Christians need not beceamed about a so-called "2
resurrection.” If a 2 resurrectioris here implied, it would seem to apply only to those
who have died the"? death. They will, in effect, be "raised to die eternal death.”
From other clear Bible teachings, we find that bibid resurrection of the saved and the
lost will occur at the same time (Il Thess.1:7-10Thess.5:2-4). With this thought in
mind, we need to remember that the terni&ad 2% could refer to types or categories
of death or resurrection, rather than chronology.

Lest we become confused by current theories, howéstss remember that any
phrases such as "1,000 years" or "first resurnettoe still being used within the context
of an apocalyptic book. To begin taking the Reteteliterally at this point would be as
misguided as trying to prove that Jesus is actuafiyur-footed lamb! Based upon other
clear teachings from the Bible, we know that theilebe a resurrection of both the good
and the bad, and that both events will occur siamabusly (see | Thessalonians 4:15-18 /
Il Thessalonians 1:7-10 / | Corinthians 15 / Joh28529). It would be inconsistent to
now determine from these verses that the resuorecti the good and the resurrection of
the bad will be separated by 1,000 years! Suredycan see that this is figurative
language. Do we not speak even today of two feudiations as being 'light-years
apart?” I'm convinced that if it were not for therent fascination with "pre-millennial”
preaching, understanding the Revelation today wbald much easier task.

The key number in this final section is uestionably the number "1,000.” Six
times the phrase "1,000 years" is mentioned. I3 20is Satan who is bound 1,000
years. In 20:4 we find the martyred saints livangd reigning for 1,000 years. In 20:5
we learn that the rest of the dead did not liveiragatil the 1,000 years were finished,
and in 20:7 we find that at the end of 1,000 yezatan will be released. Having been
blasted in the face with these first seven verdeshapter 20, the average American
chronological mind immediately begins an attemptdtculate the progression and order
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of events being discussed in this chapter. Maynrind you that numbers throughout the
Revelation have had symbolic rather than numerioalnings? To abandon that
approach now and to attempt to ascribe actual naaleneaning to the term 1,000 years
is to change course in mid-stream.

Earlier in our study we had found thed humber "10" often indicated fullness of
power or rule. Multiples of 10, (10 x 10 x 10)getkfore indicate fullness to a further
degree. "Years" themselves are mere measuresrtbfteme. In such a spiritual and
symbolic context we should not see these "yearséwaslutions of the earth around the
sun. “1,000 years” here describes the fullnegh®fevent being discussed. Based upon
these thoughts it becomes easy to see that the0'y@ars" in which Satan is bound is
not a literal 1,000 years, but rather speaks agéihis complete defeat at the cross.
Those martyrs who will "live and reign with Christr 1,000 years" speaks of their total
victory over death, and their eternal joy of beingh Christ. The ungodly dead who
remain "dead" for "1,000 years" gives the read@icture of the spiritually dead who
ultimately must face the second death and eteeration from God. The release of
Satan from his prison after the "1,000 years" revd®at although Satan has been bound
by the blood of the Lamb, he is bound only in thbearts where the gospel has gone. In
the final analysis he will still be able to gathegether multitudes that have been foolish
enough to follow him and to be deceived by hims Hilease is indeed for a 'little while,"
for in the end that gathering will only result inth the Deceiver and the deceived being
cast into the lake of fire.

Chapter 20

The opening scene of this section portrays yethemaangel coming down from
heaven, carrying a key to the bottomless pit. Hisask is to lay hold of the Devil, to
bind him with a great chain, and to throw him ithe pit. While this may sound like the
final judgment of Satan, we must understand thiatidimding of Satan is not for eternity.
From other clear teachings of the Bible we leamt #though Satan received a head
wound by the sacrifice of Jesus upon the crosss Béll at work. When God provided
mankind with a plan of salvation through the sawifof Jesus, Satan was essentially
“bound.” Unfortunately, this does not mean thataSawould no longer have any
influence over the earth. Although bound, manyehalvosen to “enter his cage.” In the
end, many will be found to carry his mark. Theease of Satan, (verses 3, 7-10), refers
not to a period of earth history, but rather to thet that the judgment will permit the
gathering of his followers to be cast with the Dewid his angels into the eternal fires of
hell.

Meanwhile we again are reminded of the souls efrighteous in heaven, living
and reigning with Christ. Let us not be confusgdh® 1,000 years, but rather let us see
this as simply a way of contrasting the existericne righteous souls in heaven and the
binding of Satan as occurring at the same times “Hilease” will bring an end to the
wait for both heaven and hell. Satan will be bidugut, to be cast down for eternity
with all those he has deceived. Those in heavérbwioined with all the saints to reign
with Christ.
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The pre-millennial view of chapter 20 is very agsifg, as it attempts to take
many of these symbolic terms quite literally. Eirhe pre-tribulation pre-millennial
view teaches that the church will be "rapturedtaken from the earth, leaving only the
unsaved behind. They also teach that during thegal "7 years of tribulation” the
forces of evil will have full-sway upon the earthlowever, they also teach that this will
also be the last chance for many to be saved b#ier2and coming of Christ, which will
immediately follow. This seems hard to imagingttiith the entire church extracted
from the earth, and with the devil in full contral it, that somehow evangelism will
continue, and that there will be many more sowsdh Following the "tribulation” they
also believe that Christ will return, and that H# literally reign 1,000 years. However,
after 1,000 years of perfect peace on earth withs€Cbompletely in control, they believe
that Satan will once again be released to gattseatmies (from a now perfect world) for
the final battle, which they call the battle of Aageddon! This is truly an irrational and
incompatible theory that certainly does not fit lwitther clear teachings in the Bible
concerning the singular 2nd coming of our Lordemafthich all will face the judgment.

In addition, the pre-millennial doctrine also hhg habit of taking most of the
details of the Revelation literally, except wheayldo not "fit" the theory, at which point
its proponents quickly turns to a figurative inteation. As noted in our introduction
and throughout our study of Revelation, it shoutdabvious to any Bible student that if
any book of the New Testament contains figuratareglage, the Revelation should be at
the top of the list! Certainly not every word irWelation is figurative, but be it safe to
say that the most sensible and logical approachtit book is toassume it to be
figurative unless the text makes it very clear thatat to be taken figuratively! This is
the opposite approach we would generally take itetstanding the other books of the
New Testament, but that is the nature of this baoki it has some ancient "cousins" in
the Old Testament that employ this same type ofimyi(see Ezekiel, the 2nd half of
Daniel, and Zechariah).

This again brings the reader to the throne roo@ad. In verses 12-15 we find
the most vivid and detailed description yet of fildgment. These verses, perhaps more
than any other, have helped man form a mental i@aitiwhat the judgment will be like.
Yet even here we must remember that these are agatpictures. Will an Omniscient
God actually need a book in which to record the esof those who are saved? For the
sake of our understanding, however, we can be fohtikat God has given us these
pictures.

Note also that there is apparently more than oruk meing described in this
passage. Verse 12 states that lthekswere opened.” If we want to get a fuller picture,
it seems to indicate that there is a book of deadd,also a book of life. In this vision
the dead are envisioned as being judged from ow& Hwat contains all their works.
Fortunately for the saved, however, their nameswaiten in the book of life. Those
who names are not written in the book of life veidl judged according to their works that
are recorded, we might say, in the "book of deatB8&eing that no one can or will be
saved by their good works, we must conclude thagdghwvho's names are not written in
the book of life will most assuredly be cast irfte tlake of fire."
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Chapter 21

Much attention has been given to the “new heavehtla@ new earth” mentioned
in verse 1. Many have taken these words litertallynean that in some way the earth is
going to be replaced, restored, rebuilt, or reghbd when Jesus returns. Since other
more clear passages speak of the earth being bumedthe day of the Lord, (Il Peter
3:10), we should reconsider any literal interpietatof Revelation 21:1. If (as some
teach) the Lord is going to literally replace traatk with a new one, then we must also
ask why the heavenly home of God is going to béaoea with a new heaven? Is there
something wrong with God’s dwelling place? Undamnsting that God’s dwelling place
(or heaven) is a spiritual “place” and not a gepgralocation in the created universe, we
must ask why or how it could ever be improved updntleed, “heaven” is what it is
because our perfect Creator is there. From thisppetive, therefore, we must
understand that the only change in God’s “place’dwklling will be the addition of
God’s people. Thus, in keeping with the symbol@nthe Revelation, we should be able
to see the phrase “new heaven and a new earthisasadigurative statement. Since
heaven and earth are the dwelling places of Godnaawd, a “new heaven and a new
earth” speaks of a new state of being for God amh.mIn a sense, they will be
“merged.” Similar terminology was used by Isaialdéscribe the old law being replaced
by the new (Isaiah 51:4-6). This new order, ireesg, will make it possible for God to
wipe away every tear and remove every sorrow.thtigs will be made new!

After yet another brief (yet frightening) look kell in verse 8, the Revelation
returns to a further description of the eternal aahGod’s people. One of the 7 angels
who had previously poured out the 7 bowls now apptaJohn, requesting him to come
see the “bride of the Lamb.” This is an odd combon of terms, but it is a clear
reference to the saved throughout the ages. Tieeguanmed up and combined into the
symbol of the great city or the holy Jerusalem. tAis great city “descends out of
heaven, we see this new order, as God’s peopleaveno longer persecuted, but rather
glorified in their new city. The New Jerusalem d¢ogrdown out of heaven is the
description of this new order. The tabernacle ofl @iill be with men. All of the godly
will be in God’s presence, and He will be with theffhe gates of the city number 12 to
symbolize the 12 tribes of Israel, while the wallghe city are built upon 12 foundations,
which represent the 12 apostles. This helps théereto see that the Old Testament and
the New Testament are now combined, as all of Gpdtple are brought together into
His great city! As the angel begins to measurecitye the number 12 continues to be the
basis for it, all in keeping with the symbolism tbiat number. The gold, the precious
stones, descriptions of “streets of gold like clgkass,” are all given to help the human
mind envision the beauty of being in God’s presenoeleed, the value of earthly metals
and stones would be totally insignificant in Godfsritual realm! Note also that in this
city no temple was to be found, certainly such hdgrconveyances were no longer
needed! God Himself will be in that city, thus rdevill be no reason for limiting His
“presence” to the confines of a building. In adufif the services of the sun (or the
moon) will no longer be needed. This should de&kavy blow to the pre-millennial
theory that the earth will not be destroyed ata¥ecoming, but that somehow it will be
remade. If we are to take this passage literaig, “remade” earth will be revolved
around a sunless solar system!
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One could spend a great deal of time consider@at) ef the details given, but the
most important detail is that there will be no néeda temple or light in His city. He
presence eliminates the need for either, for Gadl Besus will be the temple, and the
glory of God and the Lamb will be its light. Whilkee gates will never be closed, there
will be no possibility for anything unclean to enteGod Himself will be in charge of
security!

Chapter 22

The expressions used in this chapter take the rded about as far as one can
go in God’s Word, back to Genesis chapter 1 and@aelen of Eden! It seems only
fitting that the final abode of the godly would @escribed in terms similar to the perfect
garden in which God placed man in the beginningth\& pure river providing its “water
of life” coming from the throne of God, the symlsofi should be obvious and comforting
to all of God’s people. The famous “tree of lifis”also found here, and apparently this
term is used collectively to refer to 12 “treedifd,” each of which bears a different kind
of fruit. Not only will the fruit of these treeddss the inhabitants of heaven, but even the
leaves of these trees will provide healing to laél people from all the nations who will
be gathered together in this blessed environm@ime curse brought upon man due to
man’s sin from the beginning will now be removedefer. The tree of life that Adam
and Eve were prevented from accessing after thiiwfll now always be available to all
of God’s people! Just as God walked in the gamndggin man in the beginning, mankind
will once again, only more perfectly in a spiritsa&nse, see the face of God, as His name
will be on their foreheads.

As the end of the Revelation grows near, the needeeminded in 22:6 of the
introduction in 1:1, in which the term “shortly” fgst used. Seeing that this is a relative
term, even now with the passage of 2,000 yearkdtis were to come today it could be
considered a “short period of time” in contrastatbof human history. Also, we must
remember that as we look back at our survey oflibisk, we can see that much of the
content of the Revelation was concerned with hueaants that quickly began to take
place in the first century, and have repeatedleriaglace throughout human history.
Yet, at the end of all the suffering man has s#lfated, Jesus will come quickly. When
Jesus returns, time will be no more. Blessed lvélthe one who keeps the words of the
prophecy of the Revelation, because only thosegpeepwill be rejoicing on that day.

At these words John again errs in worshippinchatfeet of the angel, and once
again is corrected by the angel (22:9). Johnes tioldnot to seal upthe prophecy that
he has been given, because the time was at hagain &e reader is reminded of Jesus’
quick return, and the reward that was to be giweaviery one according to their works.
Those who are obedient will be given the rightdb @& the tree of life, the very tree kept
from Adam and Eve after their sin in the garden.

Further contrasts are made between conditiondeénand outside God’s city in
these closing verses (22:11-15). One should ket ti’ese verses to support a fatalistic
outlook upon life. While we are living upon thertbawe do not have to surrender to
some sort of irresistible force that makes and &aepunjust and filthy in God'’s sight.
People can change. However once all is said and,dhere will be no further room for
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repentance. Also in these final verses some fughdearing terms for Jesus are to be
found (22:13, 16). We are again reminded thatdiihe “Alpha and Omega,” (the first
and the last letters of the Greek alphabet), thegtBning and the End,” and “the First
and the Last.”

Perhaps one of the best-known passages in theld@eweis the warning
concerning the adding to or taking away from thedsoof the Revelation (22:18-19).
While this passage specifically applies to the Raian, this principle is far reaching and
can be found elsewhere in God’s Word (Deut.4:2ayMe never be guilty of attempting
to add to or to take away from God’s Word, or et message and the meaning of it.
Those who deceive others by doing so will somedayn that their name has also been
removed from the symbolic “book of life” as discedsn chapter 20!

The Revelation ends with yet another reminderestid’ return. Certainly one of
the great strengths of the early church was itgefar belief that He could return at any
moment. No doubt the images and the warnings @fRbvelation helped build that
belief. May we in the Zicentury also allow the Revelation to have thigefupon our
lives. With the Spirit of God within, and with theords of this prophecy in our hearts,
may we all have the faith to pray, “Lord, come diyt’

May we conclude with the words of the Ratieh itself; "He who overcomes
shall inherit all things, and | will be his God ahd shall be My son." Revelation 21:7

- Bruce Gleim 9/5/90 ~ Revised 4/25/00 ~ 7/29/09
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