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CHRONOLOGICAL ORDER OF PAUL’S LIFE 
 
 
 

YEAR EVENT PROOF OF DATE REMARKS 

AD 36 Paul is converted. 3 years (most likely 2 years Roman 
calendar) before visit to Jerusalem 
with Barnabas. Acts 9:26-30; Gal. 
1:15-24. 

 

AD 37 Paul is in or around Damascus. Acts 9:20-27; Gal. 1:17; Paul 
preached at Damascus and Arabia. 

Paul did not learn from the apostles, but his 
revelation came directly from God, Gal. 2:2, 
6. Death of Tiberius & accession of 
Caligula, March 16, AD 37. 

AD 38 Paul goes to Jerusalem when his 
life is threatened at Damascus. 

3 years, probably a 2 year interval, 
according to the Roman calendar, 
Gal. 1:18. 

 

AD 39 Paul returns to Tarsus via 
Caesarea and most likely along 
the Mediterranean coastline 
through Syria & Antioch. 

  

AD 43 Paul joins Barnabas at Antioch. Acts 11:22-26, The disciples are first 
called Christians at Antioch. Barnabas 
went to Tarsus to get Paul. They 
preach for one year in Antioch, Acts 
11:26. 

The church at Jerusalem sent Barnabas to 
Antioch as a missionary to help that church. 

Caligula dies Jan. 25, AD 41 and the 
accession of Claudius. Judea & Samaria 
are given to Herod Agrippa I. 

AD 
44-45 

Paul and Barnabas go to 
Jerusalem to help the saints 
during the dearth. 

Acts 11:27-30, It is during this time in 
Jerusalem, that Herod, the king, loses 
his life, eaten of worms (Acts 12:20-
23). 

Secular history record’s Herod’s death in 
the latter part of AD 44. The works of 
Josephus gives us these dates. Cuspius 
Fadus succeeds as procurator of Judea. 

AD 46 Paul and Barnabas return to 
Antioch. 

Acts 12:25 Barnabas and Paul take John Mark to 
Antioch with them. Tiberius made 
procurator of Judea. 

AD 
47-49 

 

 

Paul and Barnabas make their 
first missionary journey: 

1. They went to: 
a) Syria 

i) Antioch 
ii) Selucia 

b) Cyprus 
i) Salamis 
ii) Paphos 

c) Pamphylia 
i) Perga 

d) Pisida 
i) Antioch 

e) Lyconia 
i) Iconium 
ii) Lystra 
iii) Derbe 

2. They returned from: 
a) Lyconium 

i) Derbe 
ii) Lystra 
iii) Iconium 

b) Pisida 
i) Antioch 

c) Pamphylia 
i) Perga 
ii) Attalia 

d) Syria 
i) Antioch 

 

 

 

Acts 13:4 

 

 

Acts 13:6 They preached in the 
synagogue.  They met Sergius Paulus 
and confronted Elymas, the sorcerer. 

Acts 13:13 John Mark returns to 
Jerusalem. 
 
Acts 13:14 They preached in the 
synagogue. 
Acts 13:51 
Acts 14:5 
Acts 14:6 
Acts 14:19 
 
Acts 14:21 
Acts 14:23 They ordained elders in 
every city. 
 
Acts 14:24 
 
 
Acts 14:25 
 
 

Acts 14:26, 27 Paul and Barnabas 
make their report to Antioch. 

Agrippa II (Acts 25) is made king of Chalis, 
AD 48. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Cumanus is made procurator of Judea 
around this time. 
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YEAR EVENT PROOF OF DATE REMARKS 

AD 51 Paul and Barnabas go to 
Jerusalem to settle the question 
of binding the law upon the 
Gentile Christians. 

Acts 15:1-35 

Gal. 2:1-10 Fourteen years after 
Paul’s first trip to Jerusalem. 

 

AD 51 Paul disagrees with Peter’s 
conduct and rebukes him. 

Gal. 2:11-21 Peter quit associating with the Gentile 
Christians because of peer pressure from 
Jewish Christians from Jerusalem. 

AD 51 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

AD 
52-53 

Paul and Barnabas take 
separate paths. 

Paul starts his II Missionary 
Journey. 

1. They went to: 

a) Galatia 
i) Derbe 
ii) Lystra 

b) Phrygia 

c) Mysia 

d) Troas 

e) Macedonia 
i) Philippi 

a) Lydia is converted. 
b) They meet a 

damsel with a 
spirit of divination. 

c) They are cast into 
prison & the jailer 
is converted. 

ii) Amphipolis and 
Appollonia 

iii) Thessalonica 
a) Jason & others 

are put into prison. 
b) Paul leaves. 

iv) Berea 

f) Achaia 
i) Athens 

a) Mars Hill 
b) Some are 

converted 
ii) Corinth 

a) Aquila & Pricilla 
b) Crispus 
c) Gallio 
d) Sosthenes 
e) Letters are written 

to Thessolonia. 
iii) Cenchrea, Ephesus, 

Jerusalem & Antioch. 

Acts 15:36-40 Silas joins Paul and 
take Barnabas’ place. 

Paul takes Silas and Timothy with him 
on the II Missionary Journey. 

 

Acts 15:40, 18:22 

Acts 16:6 

 

Acts 16:7-8 

Acts 16:9-11 

Acts 16:12 

Acts 16:13-15 
Acts 16:16 
 
 
 
 
 
Acts 17:1 
 
 
Acts 17:5-9 
 
 
Acts 17:10 
 
Acts 17:15 
Acts 17:22-31 
Acts 17:32-34 
 
 
Acts 18:1-3 

Acts 18:8 
Acts 18:12-17 
Acts 18:17 
Acts 17, 18; I Thess. 3 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Paul writes I Thessalonians. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Claudius expels the Jews from Rome AD 
52 (Acts 18:2). 

Paul writes II Thessalonians while in 
Corinth 1 1/2 years. 

Agrippa II is given the tetrarchy of 
Trachonitis. Felix is made procurator of 
Judea. Claudius dies and Nero succeeds. 
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AD 
54-55 

AD 55 

 

 

 

AD 57 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

AD 58 

 

Paul starts his III Missionary 
Journey. 

1. Paul goes to Ephesus 

a) He passes through 
Galatia & Phrygia. 

b) Paul visits Corinth the 
2nd time. 

c) Paul writes I Corinthians. 

d) Paul encounters 
silversmiths in Ephesus 
before leaving. 

2. Paul goes to Macedonia. 
 
 

a) He writes II Corinthians 
from Macedonia. 

b) Paul spends 3 months in 
Corinth and 
approximately 8 months 
in Macedonia. 

c) Paul writes to the 
Galatians. 

d) Paul writes to the 
Romans. 

3. Paul starts out for Jerusalem 
and plans to be there for the 
Pentecost. 

The journey follows immediately the 
second journey. 

Acts 20:31 Paul spends 2 1/2 -3 years 
in Ephesus. 

 

 

 
Acts 20:16.31; I Cor.16:8 
 
 
 
 
Acts 19:10; 20:1 
 
 
 
 

Acts 20:6 One year had passed since 
leaving Ephesus. 
 
 
 
 
 
Rom. 15:24-28 
 
 
Acts 20:5 - 21:15 

Little is known about the events or length of 
time he spent in Jerusalem. 

See Acts 19:8-10 

 

 
II Cor. 12:14; 13:1 
 
I Cor. 16:8 He sailed for  Ephesus after the 
days of unleavened bread. 
 
 
 
II Cor. 2:12-13  
Paul travels through Troas to Macedonia. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
There is similarity in the Galatian, Roman & 
Corinthians letters. 

AD 59 Paul is arrested and sent to 
Caesarea. 

Paul reached Jerusalem AD 58. 
Acts 23:23 

 

AD 60 

 

 

 

 

 

 

AD 61 

 

 

 

 

 

 
AD 61 

 

Festus sends Paul to Rome. 

1. They reach: 

a) Myra, Lycia 

b) Cnidus 

c) Fair Haven 

d) The storm & 
shipwrecked. 

2. Melita or Malta 

3. On to Rome. 

a) Syracuse 

b) Phegius 

c) Puteoli 

d) Appii Forum 

e) Three Taverns 

4. Rome 

5. Prison 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Acts 28:11 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Acts 28:30-31 

It must be about September - October. 

Felix is recalled and succeeded by Festus. 

Acts 27:9-10 

Lev. 16:29 

Lev. 23:27 

 

 

14 days to reach Melita from Fair Haven 
plus three months. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Paul spent about 2 years in prison. 
    

AD 63 6. Paul writes from prison. 

a) Philemon 

b) Colossians 

c) Ephesians 

d) Philippians 

Phile. 12-17 

Phile. 1,10,16,23 

Col. 4:7-12 

Eph. 6:21-22 

Phil. 2:24 

Onessimus & Tychicus carry the 3 letters to 
Asia. 

 

 

Paul plans to go to Philippi. Epaphras 
carries the letter to Colosse. (Col. 1:7) 

AD 63 Some believe that Paul wrote the 
letter to the Hebrews. 

Heb. 13:23-24  

AD 63 Paul is released from prison. Acts 28:30-31  

AD 63 Paul goes to Macedonia Speculation. Historians. 

AD 64 Paul goes to Spain.  Clement. 
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AD 66 7. Paul goes to Ephesus 

a) Macedonia 

b) Crete 

c) Nicopolis 

d) Ephesus-Miletum 

e) Macedonia-Corinth 

I Tim. 1:3 

I Tim. 1:3 

Tit. 1:5 

Tit. 3:12 

This probably the time that Paul writes  
I Timothy and Titus. 

AD 67 Paul is imprisoned in Rome. II Tim. 1:16-17 Paul writes II Timothy. 

AD 68 Paul is executed.   
 


