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INTRODUCTION TO THE
EPISTLE OF JUDE
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Who was "Jude"? When was this letter emitthat bears his name? What is the
main message of this epistle?

Although we will take a moment to look aetbvidence concerning the authorship
and the date of the epistle of Jude, our main faeukis commentary will be to gain a
clear grasp of the message contained within therldiself. The following is a brief
summary of some of the background discussion cagthe epistle of Jude.

Authorship: There are five different men referred to in thbl&as having the name of
"Jude” or "Judas" whom we may consider as the plesauthor of Jude.

(1) Jude of Damascus. Acts 9:11

(2) Judas Barsabas, Acts 15:22, 27, 32

(3) Judas Iscariot, the betrayer of Christ

(4) The apostle Judas, not Iscariot, John 14:RRel6:16

(5) Judas, the brother of Jesus, Matthew 13:55\artt 6:3

There is very little known about the first and sstd'Jude” in the above list,
while we know Judas Iscariot all too well to comsichim as the author of Jude! In
addition, when it comes to considering the datéhdf letter, most scholars believe the
epistle of Jude to have been written well afteraduldcariot's death.

This leaves Judas the apostle, and Judas the baftilesus as the most likely
candidates. If Judas the apostle (also calledd@aeus" or "Lebbaeus") had written this
epistle, we would expect to see his apostleshiptiomeed in the introduction. Since the
author of this letter does not call himself an d@lgodut rather only the brother of James,
it is commonly believed that the author of Judthesone known as the brother of James,
both of whom were physical half-brothers of Jesus.

You may refer back to our introduction to the badklames and remember that
Jesus' mother Mary, and her husband Joseph, diel dider children after Mary had
conceived of the Holy Spirit and gave birth to 3e@ee Matthew 13:55-56). Both James
and Judas are mentioned in this passage. If Jtidabyother (that is half-brother) of our
Lord was the author of the epistle of Jude, it ustegunderstandable why both he and
James make no mention of the fact in their intréidns. Judas, now a Christian, saw his
spiritual relationship to Jesus as much more ingmbrthan his physical connection, and
humbly omits stating such an obvious fact to thirse readers, who likely knew which
"Judas” he was.

Although it is truly interesting to consider who ynlaave penned this letter, let's
remember that "all scripture is given by inspiratiof God,"” (I Timothy 3:16). The
above discussion is of the "human hand" involvekiilevthe conclusion of this matter is
that the Spirit of God is the original source & thessage as found in the epistle of Jude.

Date Those who have dedicated much study to the dafirmgncient writings conclude
that the content of the letter of Jude would intidhat it was written sometime between
A.D. 64 and A.D. 81. The methods by which this aiger Bible books are dated are
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complex, and | will not attempt to outline themthis time. The commentaries and
information that | have access to derive thesee'aundaries” from such factors as the
destruction of Jerusalem, the possible date ofeteR the rise of Gnosticism, and the
accession of the Roman emperor Domitian, just fartexs! Although this may sound

like educated guessing, the science of "textuahdass it is applied to the Bible, can be
a very accurate and objective field of research.

It may be mentioned, however, that having an edate for this letter is not of
great relevance to the message contained withirletter, other than giving the Bible
student a little insight into some of the exterfaators that were at work at the time of
the writing. These possible externals we will dscas we study this epistle, one verse at
atime.

:1 "Jude, a servant of Jesus Christ, and brother of James, To those who are called,
sanctified by God the Father, and preserved in Jesus Christ:" Jude begins by
identifying himself in three ways; by his given nanby his service to Christ, and as the
brother of James. This we have discussed in ¢wadaction.

Next, Jude identifies his readers in three wayssehwho are called, those who
are sanctified by God, and those who are preservédsus. Clearly Jude was writing to
Christians. Yes, the letter of Jude can be readrypne, but like most of the epistles, it
was written originally to God's people. The NevsiBenent teaches us that Christians are
called by the gospel, (Il Thessalonians 2:13-14d9l, that God desires all men to be saved,
(I Timothy 2:4). This was not an elite group ti&dd had deemed "worthy" to receive
this letter, but rather it was to ordinary peogiattGod had sanctified and preserved,
simply due to their willingness to "hear" the cddat God wants all to hear. The word
"sanctified" means "set apart,” while the word §@eed" gives us an interesting insight
as to how God sees the faithful and obedient Ganist

One of the forgotten arts in the home is the predaswhich the mother (and
father) work hard in the summer and fall "presegVifruits and vegetables for the long
winter. From heaven's view Christians are "presgfvkept from the "spoiling” effects
of this world, but also for eternity in the life tome! (See John 17:11-14 /| Peter 1.5/ 11
Timothy 1:12 / Il Thessalonians 3:3 / Philippiang)4

:2 "Mercy, peace, and love be multiplied to you." Jude continues with use of "threes"
in his sentence constructions. The third partisfttiad is his prayer and wish for those
who read his letter. Although these words are@aron to the beginning of many of
the Bible letters, let's not forget that they dwédianeaning. Today's letter may begin
with "Dear Friend,” but even that is omitted in masrrespondence sent today. We
would be surprised to receive a handwritten ldbeginning with a "prayer for mercy,
peace, and love" be given to us! It sounds so d@rso out of keeping with the times in
which we live. Perhaps a memorized "have a nigg @aabout the closest we get to
expressing concern about another's welfare in tedayried world.

Here's a thought. If words such as thasenot “fit" into our vocabulary and
personality, then perhaps it's time to make sonaa@hs in our vocabulary and the way
we think! This is not to suggest that we becontdi@al, but even in our day we can
find the words to wish for God's blessings to berupthers, and especially that God may
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give His mercy, peace, and love to our fellow Grarss. This can be a very positive and
natural way to reveal (and share) our faith witheos.

:3 "Beloved, while | was very diligent to write to you concerning our common
salvation, | found it necessary to write to you exhorting you to contend ear nestly for

the faith which was once for all delivered to the saints.” Considering what Jude must
deal with in the coming verses, it is very impottéimat he begin his letter with an
expression of kindness and affection. | apprediaewisdom of God's Spirit in guiding
Jude's hand as this very difficult epistle wastemnit There were problems developing in
the church, but first Jude must re-establish Hatimship with his readers, and re-affirm
his love for them. Nothing Jude has to say indtiing verses is motivated by hate. In
fact, if one sincerely loves a brother, to corraatl rebuke him is as painful for the one
"rebuking" as it is for the one rebuked, for theg ane in Christ.

For every correction, for every bit of advice, thesdom of first building a
foundation is so important. Sometimes we may rieespend more time in preparation
and. prayer before we advise or correct, than veadpn the actual "correcting” itself.
Unfortunately most rebuking is done instantly anithaut prayer or thought. Often we
may find ourselves experiencing many years of tegfter the damage is done. Better to
pray and prepare for success, than it is to pray the wreckage.

Jude speaks of a "common salvation." Teeha"common salvation” is to have
the greatest fellowship. We hasemething in common with everyone. We may have
much in common with our friends or co-workers. There one has in common, the
greater the fellowship can become. To have a commeed, (salvation), with a common
solution, (the gospel of Christ), offering an etgrriogether with God, is the greatest
bond man can ever experience!

Jude's readers are now urged to "contengestly for the faith.” There is a
difference between contending for the faith andrnga contentious spirit (see Titus 3:9-
10 / I Corinthians 1:11-13 / Philippians 1:15-17)here are some who occupy pulpits
and publish religious papers who seem to make sitindtion between the two. If this
passage means to publish and to attack every @fifter of opinion in the brotherhood
that we see, we will succeed only in dividing thietberhood as many ways as there are
brothers. If we understand that Jude is urging @aember to contend diligently for the
truth in our lives and in our fellowship, then gexaunity and doctrinal soundness will
occur in each congregation where such attitudest.eXihis is Goal's way, bringing men
and women together through His word under one atehunder His authority.

The last part of this sentence is esplgcialeresting. The reader is exhorted to
contend earnestly for the faith which was oncealbdelivered to the saints. Note that
the word "faith" is being used in a different wdnamn we usually define it. Faith is the
assurance of things hoped for, the evidence ofjthimot seen, it is our trust in God and
His promises. To have faith is to believe. Irstherse, however, the term faith is used to
refer to that body of beliefs to which we ascrilseGhristians. The difference is that the
emphasis has been shifted from the action of fe#if, to the contents of our faith. This
is like the difference between saying, "l love yda"your wife, and pointing out your
wife with the words, "this is my love." In thedircase "love" describes your actions and
feelings for your wife, and in the second case élonefers to your wife herself. We will
see Jude use the word "faith” in this way agaiadrse 20. (Also see Philippians 1:27 /
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Galatians 1:23). Today some use "faith" in this/wdnen they ask, "Of what faith are
you?" (Meaning, what body of beliefs do you htu@)

Jude continues by describing this bodpelfefs as being "once for all delivered
unto the saints." This verse delivers a hard biowhose who are contending for new
revelations today, and following after a "faith’atthas been delivered since the writing
of Jude. How can they reconcile such so-called reaxglations with the word of God?
9Also see Galatians 1:8-9 / 1l Peter 1:3). If Gad'velations as found in the Bible were
incomplete, then Jude would have had to urge ladars to "contend earnestly for the
faith, which would someday once for all, be delagto the saints! How could Jude urge
his readers to contend earnestly for a body okfelhat hadn't been fully delivered to
them yet? This verse posses a real problem faingsi such as the book of Mormon that
claims to be a "companion” to the Bible. The tnaure of such a "companion” to the
Bible is revealed in its own words. Contrast Jeidedrds to the book of Mormon, where
in I Nephi 29:6 we read, "Thou fool that shall s&yBible, we have got a Bible, and we
need no more Bible." To accept latter day revetetiis to deny the completeness of the
Bible.

4 "For certain men have crept in unnoticed, who long ago were marked out for
this condemnation, ungodly men, who turn the grace of our God into licentiousness
and deny theonly Lord God and our Lord Jesus Christ." Although Paul had wanted
to write a more positive letter, (verse 3), he rfowls that he must issue a clear warning
to the church. Being a general epistle, (that is addressed to no certain congregation),
we can assume that the things Jude warns of wetermfern to the church, as a whole.
This fact is made clearer when we find the same@&as in other New Testament letters.
Although not referred to by name, the teachings@ntbsophy of Gnosticism is seen by
most Bible scholars as being not only Jude's maircern, but is also countered in |
Corinthians, Colossians, | Timothy, Il Peter, | dpand Revelation.

What was "Gnosticism"? That is not easyexplain. Gnosticism was not a
defined "religion” so to speak, with a definite lgaaf teachings. Nor was there existing
in the first, century a theological school callimgelf "Gnostic State University."
Gnosticism was rather a philosophy and an appréacBhristianity that took in the
idea of a redemption through Christ, but combinedthwit philosophies
from various sources, such as Buddhism, Persiatidbyaand Platonism. The meaning
of the word "Gnostic" is "to know." Gnosticism wassubtle change in the attitude and
approach to Christianity, which eventually resuliadchanging the very foundational
doctrines of Christianity. Gnosticism was a plojly that aspired "to know,
unfortunately it led its followers "to know" thathich was in opposition to God's Word.

But what were these men doing or sayinigp \Wwad crept into the church? Our
first clue is that they were turning or using thaag of God to promote licentiousness.
"Licentiousness" is here translated from the Gmeekd "aselgeia” (#766), which denotes
"excess, absence of restraint, lasciviousnesscaémiby, wanton acts such as filthy words,
indecent bodily movements, unchaste handling ofemaind females." This is exactly
what Paul had forbidden in Romans 6:1-2 when he,d$hall we continue in sin that
grace may abound? God forbid!" The grace of Gad mever meant to be a "license to
sin,” however the temptation to see it as such evas present. Even though there are
untold millions who learn of the gift of salvatitimrough Christ, a large percentage seems
to never learn of the cost of salvation. Many opesir ears to the words, "salvation is
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free", but so few respond by offering themselves'lasng sacrifices" to His cause.
"Cheap grace" is everywhere. No wonder licentiegsnis so common today, even
among Christians. By such behavior, (Jude writégy were denying God and our Lord
Jesus. One can "claim" Jesus all he wants, luribehavior and words contradict His
words and example, we have denied Him! One of@hestic views was that one could
be "in the light" spiritually and headlong into smthe flesh. This is because, (in their
view), the body and the spirit were opposites, endieing totally evil and the spirit being
totally good. Such thinking not only led them irgim, but also led them to argue that
Jesus had not come in the flesh, and to even desmeaithly sufferings. (Also see i
Peter 2:1-3)

:5 "But | want to remind you, though you once knew this, that the Lord, having
saved the people out of the land of Egypt, afterward destroyed those who did not
believe” So often must we be reminded. Even as adultsamedl ones may sometimes
remind us repeatedly about a task we had left unddihen coming from someone who
loves us, reminders are for our own good. OutogElGod guides Jude to remind his
readers of something they may have forgotten, ttatlLord saved the Israelites out of
Egypt, while destroying those who did not belie¥ar every soul that is saved, there are
many who are lost. For the Israelites to gaindome from Egypt, they had to "come
out"! There was no turning back. For Pharaoh laisdnen there was no salvation, for
they had refused to believe.

Gnosticism may not have seemed that bdilsat In fact it may not have even
been identified as a problem until several had camtee the church with these beliefs.
Now that it has been identified and it has showelitto be a false teaching, Jude reminds
the church of the history of God's people. Weaegittome out from Egypt, or remain
slaves forever.

:6 "And the angels who did not keep their proper domain, but left their own
habitation, He has reserved in everlasting chains under darkness for the judgment

of the great day;” If reminding the church of the exodus was notugig Jude now
gives another example. Here we are given a pebkddhe scenes into the spiritual
realm of which we know so little. Although Peteadhspoken on this subject in his
earlier letter, (Il Peter 2:4), and Jesus Himsealfl lalluded to it, (Matthew 25:41), the
subject of sinful angels sounds so foreign to @us.e

Jude writes of angels who did not keeprth@ioper domain" and left their "own
habitation." Peter speaks of "angels who sinnead Jesus tells us that hell was
prepared for the "devil and his angels." Wouldrétlike to know more? Here however,
we are only told that the angels had left theirpgroplace of dominion. This could be
interpreted to mean that they had left their realmurisdiction and had attempted to
usurp God's authority, but even then we must abkt woes that mean?

We must here avoid the temptation of bnddelaborate theories out of limited
information. Some have concluded that this vesseferring back to Genesis 6:1-8, and
that the sin of the angels was that they left heaaed began mating with women on
earth! This is assuming that "Sons of God" alwaysans "angels" in the Bible. A
reasonable interpretation of Genesis 6 is thatSoms of God" refers to the God-fearing
descendants of Seth, in contrast to the sinfuletetants of Cain (daughters of men).
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Some, however, look to Revelation 12:7a$2describing the "war" that brought
about the fall of Satan and His angels. Compargnses to this thought are found in
Isaiah 14:12-21, and in Ezekiel 28:11-19. Keepmimd, however, that the book of
Revelation and Ezekiel are highly symbolic books] ¢hat the references in both Isaiah
and Ezekiel are primarily referring to evil kingstbeir day, (the king of Babylon and the
king of Tyre), and must be given a "double meanitay'apply to Satan also. Double
interpretations, however, are not uncommon with Dégtament prophecies, and these
verses do strongly lend themselves to such anpimition, and fit nicely with this
theory.

If there was a "war" in heaven, let us eember that such a war would be unlike
anything that we could conceive. Rather than Hebfdr earthly territory using weapons
of destruction, a spiritual war would be a war dffsyperhaps "fighting" for the souls of
men. Did not Satan himself show his desire fougds bow down and worship him?
Did not Satan offer to Jesus the kingdoms of tresladv(Matthew 4:1-11)? Wasn't "war"
in some sense "declared” when Satan tempted Esi@?o It was then that the prophecy
was made that he would bruise the heal of the séadoman (Jesus), and that Jesus
would bruise his (Satan's) head (Genesis 3:15gnThrn to the New Testament and find
when the 70 returned with joy saying that evendemons were subject to them in His
name. In response to this Jesus said, "I saw 3alldike lightning from heaven (Luke
10:17-18)!" Yet the final blow remained to be #elied upon the cross, for it was there
that Satan saw victory turn into ultimate defetitwas there that our Accuser was cast
down, as he was overcome by the blood of the Lg@be Revelation 12:10-11) As
Christ shed His blood upon the cross, salvationpvasgided for all who receive Him.

Some definites we can gather from thisseesre that angels can sin, and that
there is a place of "waiting" and darkness" forsthangels who have sinned. The
waiting is until the Day of Judgment, for Peteripla states it. The word Peter uses to
describe his place is translated "hell" in moshgtations, but the actual Greek word
"Tartarus" (#5020) is only used in Il Peter 2:4heTliteral meaning in Greek is "the
abode of the wicked dead.” The question then Hegfs to be asked; "Is there a
difference between Tartarus and hell?" Some sedlifference being that Tartarus the
abode of the dead awaiting the judgment, while iselheir destination arid punishment
awaiting after the judgment. This fits well withet information we have, but as to how
hell and Tartarus may differ in any other ways \@a only guess. Perhaps there is little
or no difference in the actual environment of eith®ne thing for certain, for both sinful
angels, and sinful men who refuse God's salvati@re is only punishment in store once
this life is over. (See Luke 16:23, Matthew 25:46¢d Hebrews 9:27)

:7 " As Sodom and Gomorrah, and the cities around them in a similar manner to
these, having given themselves over to sexual immorality and gone after strange
flesh, are set forth as an example, suffering the vengeance of eternal fire" Jude now
presents his third example of what sin and disabesi can do. Sodom and Gomorrah
are words that both then and now are synonymousevil. But long before Sodom and
Gomorrah were the very definition of evil, they wardinary cities, cities that went very
wrong. Jude says they "gave themselves over" xoatammorality and went after
"strange flesh" (homosexuality). That's the wayduld have to happen. No city or
civilization is going to be built on homosexualityHomosexuality produces no off
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springs. For a homosexual culture to survive, ustrifeed" off the descendants of the
heterosexual community. It's so obvious | shotildave to spell it out, but considering
the climate of modern day America, these basictpaired to be made clear.

Sodom and Gomorrah were not founded bydsaxuals, they were "given over"
to such sin. The angels who sinned did not "kekelr proper' domain (verse 6). The
Israelites who were destroyed had previously beeed from out of the land of Egypt
(verse 5). In the same way the church that Chiast established and cleansed by His
blood, was now being changed and corrupted by tivbsewere turning the grace of God
into a license to sin (verse 4). What is JudeistBoHis goal is to make his readers very
aware of how easily we can change and become ¢edupt has happened before, and it
can happen again!

The Gnostic teaching was leading the dhumcsuch a direction, for their view
was that sin in the flesh did not affect one'sigt relationship with God. Today there
are many “"doctrines" that produce the same resulthe Lord's church. Whether
"humanism,"” "materialism," or just plain apathythe end product is a church with little
regard for moral purity, we need to heed the waywirnthat Jude brings to our
remembrance.

:8 " Likewise also these dreamer s defile the flesh, reject authority, and speak evil of
dignitaries” Those who were defiling the church are referredigs "dreamers” who
defile the flesh. Their doctrines were not rootedact, they were "dreamers" whose
ideas were taking them into sins of the flesh, el as sins of the heart. Armed with the
attitude "we know," the Gnostics were lifted uppnde, rejecting authority, and even
speaking evil of dignities. "Dignities" means tda#ly "glorious ones." Most likely Jude
is speaking of angels. It stands to reason th&@rassticism took root, it would produce
an arrogant intellectualism that would eventuadlg sven angels as inferior to man. May
we be reminded that it is man that is a little lotvean the angels, (Hebrews 2:7), and the
angels that are lower than God, (Hebrews 1:4).

Some see this verse as referring to those angedshatl sinned, (mentioned in
verse six). | would disagree. First, how woul@ tBnostics have known about them,
considering these words were just being writtethean? Second, to speak evil of fallen
angels is to state the fact that they were eviért&nly it is not wrong to speak of the
wiles of the devil and his angels, for it is théBiitself that warns us of those very facts!

However it is another matter to be liftgalin pride, and to look down upon those
spiritual beings that God has created as messeagdrministers for our good (Hebrews
1:14). Such pride produces a self-righteousnessdisplaces our reverence for God and
His spiritual realm. This apparently, was the lihat some of these early Christians had
crossed.

9 "Yet Michad the archange, in contending with the devil, when he disputed
about the body of Moses, dared not bring against him a reviling accusation, but
said, "The Lord rebuke you!" Very strange indeed, to think of Michael the arofpel
arguing with the devil over the body of Moses! fhare several questions we may have
that this verse leaves somewhat open-ended. |a@nsure why either Michael or the
devil would want the body of Moses, upon his deafhat which came from dust, and is
destined to return to dust, would not seem to beeat prize to any being in the spiritual
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realm. Perhaps, however, the dispute about theg lbbbdvioses represents a way of
speaking about the real issue of who had clainméosbul of Moses. Remember Moses
had sinned, (Numbers 20:10-12), and the naturaso$ih seemed to have been the very
attitude under consideration in this passage ireJusloses, in his frustration with the
complaints of the people, by the power of God mtedithem with water from a rock, but
in the process failed to give God the glory. Moskeded, "Hear now, you rebels! Must
we bring water for you out of this rock?" Perh@ps a coincidence, but it may well be
that Michael, upon Moses' death, made sure toepsat this same error Moses had made
in his life. "The Lord rebuke you, Satan! It'stmmmy power, but God has plenty to get
the job done!" By the way, was Moses "lost or séiYe Let's put it this way, if Michael
rebuked Satan in the name of the Lord, who do kimktwon that dispute?

This verse also brings up further disaussis to the names and "ranks" of angels.
Michael is only one of two angels mentioned in Bible by name, and he is the only
angel mentioned in the Bible as an "archangel.atThere is some kind of "rank™ among
angels is indicated here, and also in Daniel 1@13 Revelation 12:7. Gabriel is also
mentioned by name, and was an important part ofiogr God's messages at the time of
the birth of Jesus, but is also found to be at workhe days of Daniel! The study of
angels is a fascinating study in itself.

Another issue brought up by this versens of which many Bible students may
not be aware. There have been a number of "rekgimoks throughout the centuries
that are not a part of the Bible, that deal witmsdBible topics, (just as there are today in
any religious bookstore). Some of these are vtyaven dating to around the time the
New Testament was written. One of those bookgle&lt"The Assumption of Moses,"
written early in the first century, and put in t@uth of Moses addressing Joshua. It is
clearly a fictitious writing, but in that book tleers a discussion concerning this dispute
over the body of Moses. Some see Jude as haviotgdjdrom the "Assumption of
Moses" in this verse, since this event is not foamywhere in the Old Testament.
Suffice it to say that simply because a New Testdraaethor speaks of Old Testament
events that is not revealed in the Old Testamsnipt evidence that that New Testament
author had to get his information from an uninspiseurce! If we hold to the fact that
the Bible is inspired by the Holy Spirit, could iHet reveal facts to that New Testament
writer that had not been given in the Old Testamemn addition, let us also see that
considering the date of these writings, it may vibelthat book called the "Assumption
Of Moses" was written after the epistle of Judel #rat it quotes from the book of Jude,
expounding upon this verse.

10 " But these speak evil of whatever they do not know; and whatever they know
naturally; like brute beasts, in these things they corrupt themselves." Those who
"speak evil" of both what they know and what then'td know, are those "dreamers"
mentioned in verse eight. The archangel is meatdon verse nine as an example of
how careful we must be in what we say, and how maoo it is to always keep in mind
the pre-eminence of God, and man's position irtioeldo God and His creation. Like a
bunch of rowdy school boys, making fun of theitdel students, laughing at the teacher
behind his back, and writing derogatory graffitbabthe principal all around town, these
early "Christians" had crept into the church witkehap on their shoulders and egos too
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big to live with! This verse tells us they had tee like brute beasts, and in the process
had corrupted themselves.

The examples given in verses 5-10 arécfatose to "home." Like the Israelites
who were saved and then destroyed due to theirliefibie is easy to see America in
Israel's place, a nation once "saved" from religigersecution, now being destroyed
from within by every form of ungodliness. Like Sod and Gomorrah, many of
America's cities are in moral decay. Just as tkhosamers of the first century who were
arrogant and outspoken in their human pronouncesnemich of today's generation has
little respect for anyone or anything. Even "huirtoday has become harsh and cynical,
always looking for new "taboos” to break, and limésnorality to cross. Of particular
concern is the new form of "entertainment” thatd&§mumor in graphic violence. Today
in America homosexual "artists" exhibit picturesdafcreations” that display their
perverted views of human sexuality, and even blas@hChrist and Christianity in the
name of "art." Though there is still much goodAimerica, it is important that we can
see how such attitudes as described in these varsggevalent in our society, and thus
an ever growing pressure upon today's church.

:11 "Woeto them! For they have gone in the way of Cain, haverun greedily in the
error of Balaam for profit, and perished in the rebellion of Korah." Jesus had once
pronounced a series of "woes" upon the PhariseesJade now follows in His example
in pronouncing these "woes" upon those who wemsgiting to corrupt the church.

First, they were guilty of following aftéhe ways of Cain. Let's remember that
before Cain ever murdered, Cain offered an imprgperifice. Secondly, remember that
when God rebuked Cain for this mistake, Cain refuselearn from it! We remember
Cain for murder, but even more importantly, we nédemember Cain for failing to
learn from his mistakes. In Cain's case murder'iiaag" proof that he hadn't learned a
thing!

In addition, this "woe" is pronounced upiiwse who had "run greedily in the
error of Balaam for profit." Balaam is noted fagitg the only Bible character that had
to learn from a donkey, but like Cain, we must rerher his prior issues with God's will.
It was his greed that is given here as his motoresin. In what way specifically were
these heretical Christians of Jude's day seekingaito money? This we cannot say.
Perhaps by gaining influence in the church theyeweoping to use their "church
connections” for their own business ventures, hig ts only speculation. Certainly
influence can bring about financial profit, but details are given.

In the same sentence Jude speaks ofébellion of Korah." Just for the record,
let's remember that Korah was an Israelite whallidering the time of Moses. He began
a rebellion against Moses' leadership from witfsee Numbers 16), while Balaam living
during the same time period attempted to curseelldram without (Numbers 22-25).
Jude is simply going from one familiar example twther. This speaks well of his
respect for his readers' familiarity with Old Testnt history, but Jude also has a point
in this trip down "memory lane."

With each generation, and with each dispBon, God's specific guidelines have
been challenged and disobeyed. Each generatiohdabiss "Cain,” and each "Cain" has
become his own worst enemy. For those living m filst century, and for those living
today, the message should be quite clear. Subr@bt. Allow Him to lead His church.
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Respect His authority, and those whom He puts thaaity. Reject any "new" teachings
that are not found in His "original” teachings. rianake the mistake made by so many
before us, of finding a "new" way that leads omydestruction. And furthermore, don't
let material gain, or the lust for power infect ttfeurch with spiritual disease. History
shows what such desires have done to God's people.

:12 "These are spots in your love feasts, while they feast with you without fear,
serving only themselves; they are clouds without water, carried about by the winds;
late autumn trees without fruit, twice dead, pulled up by the roots;" With some
historical examples in mind, Jude now returns ®phesent. Those who are corrupting
the church and themselves have become like staimsh®autiful piece of cloth, they are
"spots” in the churches' love feasts. The "lowastg’ spoken of must have been similar
to what we now would call a church fellowship dinndReferring to it as a "love feast"
may have been their way of keeping the emphasti@ifellowship rather than the food,
and was also a reference to the common love ofsCtivat binds all Christians together.
In | Corinthians 11 we find such a feast in conjimt with the observance of the Lord's
Supper. It should not be surprising that this wasearly practice, for it was during an
actual meal that Christ instituted the Lord's SuppBerhaps it was the abuses of this
meal and the corruption of the Lord's Supper (s€erinthians 11:17-22) that led to the
general discontinuation of this practice in thédeing centuries.

Selfishness and greed destroy the congkpt love feast, while such attitudes
totally undermine the whole idea of Christianitfhese "self-servers" are now described
as "clouds without water," full of promise but gigi nothing. They are like fall trees
without fruit that have been uprooted. Not onlyi wiey produce no fruit this year, they
never willl Harsh words, but the list goes on, &mel pictures get worse in the verses to
come.

:13 "raging waves of the sea, foaming up their own shame; wandering stars for
whom is reserved the blackness of darkness forever." The next metaphors used to
describe the "self-servers" are the waves of tlae s&s they beat upon the shore the
waves become a picture of agitation and foam thagho land all the contamination of
the sea. They are also described as "wandering’' st@t seem to follow no course or
path. This is an interesting ancient referencéhtoplanets that appear as stars in the
night sky. While the far distant stars remain i tsame patterns in relation to one
another as the earth rotates on it's axis andvesaround the sun, the planets, (due to
their own rotation around the sun), seem to waraleressly or without pattern in
relation to the true stars. A good sailor wouldrfe never to set his path on a
"wandering" star, which we would now call "planéts.

For the second time in his letter Judesuskarkness" to describe the place of
punishment. In verse six it was in reference ® dhgels who has sinned, and in this
verse it is in reference to those who had becompetss or "blemishes” in the church. In
Matthew 8:12 Jesus described the punishment reséoveéhose Jews who lacked faith in
Him as "outer darkness," where there will be "wagmnd gnashing of teeth." In several
parables, (the Wedding Feast and the Unprofitaldeve®it), Jesus also choose these
words to describe punishment. (See Matthew 22: 2B390) In Il Peter 2:4,17
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"darkness" is again the word used to describe thespment that is reserved for the
disobedient.

Although it may be argued that any worat thescribes a spiritual realm must be
understood figuratively, it may also be said the toncept of physical darkness may
come closer to explaining at least part of the erpee of hell than other words that
could be used. Perhaps in this usage "darknesy' beafound to have its fullest
meaning. Since the destination of both disobedatgels and men is said to be in
darkness, can we conclude that it is the sameéplacrealm? Jesus' words in Matthew
25:41 would indicate that fact.

:14 " Now Enoch, the seventh from Adam, prophesied about these men also, saying,
"Behold, the Lord comes with ten thousands of His saints,” This is a fascinating
reference to an Old Testament character we knowlitde about. Enoch was one of the
true old-timers, perhaps best known for his longdi son, Methuselah. Genesis 6:24
tells us that "Enoch walked with God: and he was far God took him!" This puts
Enoch in very special company, for only Elijah, Wings 2:1-15), and Jesus, (Luke
24:51), were "taken up" while living. Hebrews 1-B5States that Enoch was "translated
that he should not see death.” Even more fasoméaithat Jude again, as in verse nine,
records some facts concerning an Old Testamenactearthat even the Old Testament
does not contain. Here we learn that Enoch wasphet, and that he, (living before the
flood), had even prophesied about events that ve&reg place in the days of Jude!

As in verse nine, this verse has broughtes who seek to discredit the Bible to
the conclusion that Jude gathered this informatrom another book, in this case one
titled appropriately "The Book of Enoch.” The filsook of Enoch was written by
various authors at different times and circulatediar the name of "Enoch.” It was
probably written around the time of Christ, yetvas titled under the name of this Old
Testament patriarch, Enoch. Although there areessimilarities between this verse and
some of the material contained in | Enoch, thissdoat prove that Jude "borrowed" this
information from an uninspired source. (See contmen verse 9)

Getting back to the message itself, Ensajuoted as saying that when the Lord
comes He will come with 10,000 "saints" or "holyesti’ The King James Version's use
of the word "saints" may make us think of Chrissiabut the reference here is probably
to angels. (Also see Il Thessalonians 1:7) Emsgotdphecy is concerning the coming of
the Lord. Verse 15 tells us one of the tasks Heoairy out when He comes.

:15 " To execute judgment on all, to convict all who are ungodly among them of all
their ungodly deeds which they have committed in an ungodly way, and of all the
harsh things which ungodly sinners have spoken against Him." Hebrews 9:27 tells
us that Christ was offered once for sin, and thatl appear a second time apart from
sin, for salvation! Unfortunately, many upon Hecend coming will be unprepared, and
rather than reaping the benefit of salvation maglable as a result of His first visit,
will experience the crushing blow of condemnatibilg second coming.

Notice that judgment will be brought fastronly ungodlydeeds, but also harsh
things spoken against the Lord will affect one's sentence. Pandant blasphemy of the
Lord will most assuredly bring about a convictidrtre judgment.
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It may at times seem as though evil isnivig. In the short-term evil often does
win. Verse fifteen comforts those who love Godhatite knowledge that the enemies of
God will be convicted due to their words and theatys. Comforting? Yes, for if there
was no day of reckoning for the ungodly, there dooé no day of salvation for His
children!

:16 " These are murmurers, complainers, walking according to their own lusts; and
they mouth great swelling words, flattering people to gain advantage.” The
description of those who were corrupting the churohtinues. A "murmurer" is one
who talks, (often in a whisper), and usually a®mglaint. Even our English word for it
sounds like subtle complaints in a crowded roonmotAer stronger word is next used to
describe them as "complainers.” Is there any siskmore hazardous to the health of the
church than a perpetual complainer? Yes, thersuish a thing as "constructive
criticism,” but it is a rare bird indeed. In myays as a minister in the Lord's church, I
would say that most of the "constructive criticisthat | have seen offered, has usually
come across agestructive. Such destructive communication comes as thdtresyears
of either private, (and sometimes not-so-private)ymuring and complaining. Nothing
is farther from the Christian walk than to spealgaie/ely in an attempt to undermine a
brother.

Jude informs us that this was going orc@ading to their own lusts.” As to what
"lusts" such actions were feeding, we can only guéte reminded, however, that "lusts"
can refer to desires other than sexual desiresnait have simply been their desire to
have respect, influence, and power that drove thenio murmur and complain about
those who were taking the lead in the church. Adw sentence would lead one to think
that it was something along this line, for they aaed to "mouth great swelling words,
flattering people to gain advantage." From a QGlam&s point of view we say swelling
words concerning God and His love, and in so dowegmay also speak well of those
who have done well and who serve God. But fronugodly point of view one would
say such things only to further his own agendad @wws the heart. Whose kingdom
are we trying to further, God's kingdom, or our®ne's words do not always tell. One
may do all in the name of the Lord, and still be tor himself." Each of us must
honestly answer to God. In time others in the chwill show "by their fruits” what
their goals truly are (Matthew 7: 20).

Meanwhile we must avoid getting into the gptarity trap." Church "politics”
nearly destroyed the early church, and continue®tdamage to this day. The lifeblood
of many congregations has been sapped by politiealeuvering. As Christians become
infected with party positioning rather than furtingrthe cause of Christ, it can become
virtually impossible to make any decisions or dgthimg that is really best for the
church. The devil does his best to make sure pibhtical considerations override all
others. A clear example of this point is foundour secular governments. How much
meaningful work is accomplished in a politicallyoth environment? Those who are
"out" want those who are "in" to fail, so that theifl be "out." Yet those who are "in"
need the support of those who are "out" in ordesuitceed. However, "success" to them
is rarely what is best for the people they serv#,rather best to keep their party "in."
The system can eventually destroy the hand thalsfége But let's back up, it doesn't
have to be this way, and not all people are that. w&/e can stop it in the church by
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deflating our pride and our stubborn wills, as Weva God to lead us through the weekly
differences and decisions we must make as a chiktehcan choose to put personalities,
selfishness, and pride behind what is truly impdstas we ask, "What does God want
for His church?"

:17 " But you, beloved, remember the words which were spoken before by the
apostles of our Lord Jesus Christ:"  Although most of this short letter has been
concerned with those who were hurting the churdh wieir sinful ways, Jude was ever
mindful that it was "the beloved" who would readanhd it was they whom he hoped to
strengthen. He now encourages them to remembex gery special words.

It is the words of the apostles that he owings to their minds, words that the
apostles had themselves received from the Lordhofigh this is not an exact quote of
any Bible passage, we do find somewhat similar imgshin Matthew 18:7, Acts 20:29,
and | Timothy 4:1. This is an excellent exampl®oné New Testament writer referring to
the words of other New Testament characters, witr@isare not found elsewhere in the
Bible. (Also see Acts 20:35, Il Peter 9:15) Let e reminded that if we accept the
inspiration of the Bible, this poses no problemt@she reliability of the book of Jude.
An all powerful God could just as certainly inspihe apostles to write down the words
of Christ, as He could also inspire his discipléeltio record the spoken words of the
apostles that had not previously been written.

This verse also indicates that the book of Juds written during the first
century, for he appeals to his readers' abilityrdmember hearing the words of the
apostles. This verse also adds weight to the yhiat the author of this letter was not
Jude the apostle, for he speaks of "the words efapostles.” (See the "Introduction”
section of this commentary.)

:18 "how they told you that there would be mockers in the last time who would
walk according to their own ungodly lusts." Keep in mind that whatever this verse is
speaking of, it was then a present concern of Jaraié a current problem for his readers.
So often we see the expression "last time" or dags" in the scriptures, and are quick to
assume that God is speaking of those few final dmfsre the judgment. Let us be
reminded that the term "last time" isd@ative term that views the entire Christian age as
the "last days" in view of the complete historynaéin. Seeing that Jude was speaking of
the fulfillment of these particular prophecies bé tapostles imis day, we can confirm
that Jude was not speaking specifically of thel filzeys before Jesus' return!

The prophecy was that there would be "reog€kwho would "walk according to
their own ungodly lusts.” | doubt that there haesrebeen a time in the history of man
without "mockers,” but this prophecy speaks speaily of the rising up of mockers
within the church, whose walk was not in the lightf rather to serve their own desires.
While this has been a problem in the church, it wesfirst century church that first
experienced it. Being brand new, there were maigjstthat the church was just
beginning to face for the first time. Jude waimt it is now beginning!

:19 "These are sensual persons, who cause divisions, not having the Spirit." With

this verse Jude's detailed description of those wkee troubling the church is now
complete. Since verse 4 he has spoken of themmguSid Testament examples,
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examples from nature, and references to severd Baots that are found nowhere else!
We are truly indebted to Jude for this one priceldsapter.

Jude describes these "mockers" as "sehsoial'worldly." They were more
concerned about satisfying their own lusts thansfsatg God. In their quest for
satisfaction they were creating division, and noder, for they did not have the Spirit of
God!

Jude speaks to all forms of apostasy m ¢hurch. He speaks both to the
libertines who seek to water down every basic doetof the church and thus divide it,
and he also speaks to the modern day Phariseewtnatl divide the church over
traditions and opinions, in a lustful attempt tonggower over one of the fragments that
may remain after the carnage. Jude says it ietlhd® do not have the Spirit who are
causing the divisions. God's Spirit can only paunity, for in each heart that He is
allowed to dwell He will bring submission to Gowigl. For those who refuse to submit
to His will, or even refuse to accept that His Bpiwells within them, division will
follow them. Keep in mind, however, that divisioan occur even where there are many
who are in submission to Him. Just as in a maeridgat fails, it is not always both
parties who are to blame. Sometimes it is theresffof those who seek to "contend
earnestly for the faith" (verse 3) that brings @bauevolt of those who are murmurers
and complainers, and who walk according to thein twgts. We must each pray that we
may never be on the side found fighting against'&wadll. If we are honest enough to
admit to ourselves and to God that we do fall suich a contentious category, we must
pray that God will give us the strength to charlget we become guilty of doing such
damage to His church today. If the truth were knmowwonder how many of our
brethren who have fought so diligently for theirsgimns in generations past, ever took
the time to pray, "Lord, is this your will, or ismine?"

:20 " But you, beloved, building yourselves up on your most holy faith, praying in
the Holy Spirit,” If you wish to prepare for physical competitigimu must work to
build yourself up. If we are to be prepared fariggal conflict, we must build ourselves
up "on faith,” while "praying in the Holy Spirit.'Just like anything else, our faith must
be used to become strong. Muscles and faith betieridrate with lack of use.
Consciously looking to our faith in God rather thnour own wisdom, strength, and
opinions, will strengthen us to withstand any #iale may face. Great Bible examples
stand as a testimony to this fact. Where was &t@pHaith as he was being stoned to
death? The words "Lord, do not charge them wiith $m" come quickly to mind (Acts
7:60). Only God knows how many good souls havenbsteengthened by Stephen's
example of faith at the time of his death, and dditon, only God knows how many
times and ways Stephen had strengthened his faitlsing it daily, long before he was
put to that final test! If Stephen had not beeman "full of faith and the Holy Spirit"
when he was chosen to be a deacon, (Acts 6:5)haddot lived his faith daily, would
we have this great example of faith demonstratddsatnartyrdom?

In this verse the reader is also urgedtay in the Holy Spirit." In Romans 8:26
we learn that the Spirit of God helps us in our kmegses. One of our ever-present
weaknesses is in this matter of prayer. In thisspge Paul states that we don't know
what we should pray for as we ought. To help esHbly Spirit is given that He might
make intercession for us. The study of Romansli8wip us to see what the Spirit does
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for us, but is Jude saying something in additiorthie? Since Jude has just spoken of
building up our faith, his thoughts here compldiattstatement. When we pray, let's
pray as all Christians must pray, and that is sepfdod's guidance and help through His
Holy Spirit. Can any reason be given for a Chaiss prayer being offered without the
Holy Spirit? How can | even begin to pray propevheffectively, if | do not have God's
assistance? Itis up to you and | to put forthdfiert, but as we do we must have faith in
God's help and strength to make our efforts prodeict

As the "beloved" of the church preparedstand firm against those who were
attempting to pervert it, they now needed (morentleaer) to build themselves up
through a faith-filled prayer life. God's Spirie there for them. The ungodly were at a
distinct disadvantage!

21 "keep yourselvesin the love of God, looking for the mercy of our Lord Jesus
Christ unto eternal life" Jude's "pep talk" as he begins to close this eballenging
letter is much needed. Jude's purpose was nat ® 'lonurmurer and complainer” like
those he was writing about, but by warning the \aedioof the church, Jude now wants to
build them up to withstand the onslaught. When3én Churchill spoke to his nation of
the blood, sweat, toil, and tears that England rfacs, it was not to tear them down, but
to build them up and to prepare them to resistNae war machine. For the church, the
war had already begun in the 1st century. Sursiweould only be found among those
who kept themselves in the love of God.

Of course the point can be made that taegemany in the religious world today
that seem to thinkove is all that matters, regardless of what they dbeadieve. Students
of the Bible know better than that. Taking a cltsek at the true meaning of "love" as
found in the Bible, we would find that complete éobrings about obedience (John
14:15). The love Jesus has for mankind broughtuialbbs obedience to the cross
(Hebrews 5:8).

But if we understand the Bible implicattoand meaning of "love,"” we will be
able to truly understand what Jude is saying. dfie@ep ourselves in the love of God, we
can't go wrong! Such statements, however, must baotinterpreted to mean that
"anything goes as long as we love." You would khioy now that man would have
learned that such "free love" concepts are liviogtadictions.

While staying in a loving relationship WwiGod, let us also keep looking for His
mercy. We can know that He loves us, and we camwkhat we love Him, but if we do
not have a working grasp of His mercy, our confaeim our relationship will always be
shaky at best. Consider a husband who constaeittytis wife of his love, but at the
same time warns her of the consequences if shereakes a mistake! If there is no
mercy in a relationship, no willingness to forgithee other's mistakes, there can be no
relationship among imperfect people. When it comeesur relationship with God, the
Father is without sin, yet we have fallen shorHis glory. We must hold to His mercy
to have confidence, and to stand strong againsetiao wish to tear down rather than
to build up the church in His love. Notice verdespeaks of looking for His mercy "unto
eternal life." While all our struggles are hereonpearth, our following his love and
mercy will lead us to eternal life! To think, thair decisions, responses, and reactions to
the trials we face in His church will determine weve spend eternity, is truly an
ominous thought. Is there anything that could lbeenimportant?
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:22 " And on some have compassion, making distinction;"” If the "beloved" stay in the
love of God, and continue to build themselves ughair faith, then they may also help
others who are struggling. There were some wheevagiferent, that is some who
deserved compassion. We can only conclude thae twvere some who were being
confused by the teachings and behavior of othebtfzat these were some who could be
helped. There are always leaders, and then theréolbowers. There is always to be
compassion for those who need help.

:23 " but others save with fear, pulling them out of thefire, hating even the gar ment
defiled by the flesh,” While there were some who were to be approachi#d w
compassion, there were others to be approachedesith The fear of being pulled into a
fire while trying to rescue another from the flamesever present in the mind of a
firefighter. If successful, however, a soul, (aligh singed), may be saved! Great
wisdom must be employed in any rescue operatioth sgiritual rescue work is the most
dangerous of all. This does not mean that we ecfasnake the effort, but we must be
alert and prepared for all possibilities. In myexences those who have, (or are in the
process), of falling away, can do great damageanynways.

First, they can greatly discourage youthmsir harshness and criticism. Second,
they may seek to cast doubt on every facet of yaliefs. Third, they may leave you
feeling as a failure in teaching the gospel. Traéhtis that there are some who want to
go down and take the world with them. We shouldb®surprised. The devil is behind
their work, and he was a liar and murderer fromi&ginning.

As to the "garments"” that are defiled, ldotlnat not be the baggage or the sins
that they have wrapped themselves in, as they lbgin fall? As we attempt to bring
them back, may we never forget to hate the sing hia&e learned. Perhaps this is as
good a verse as any to support the often-quotealsphwe must "hate the sin, and love
the sinner." Any variation from this practice aduhean disaster for both the strong
brother, and for the one that is falling away. irf,our zeal to restore a lost brother, we
overlook certain sins to gain him back, we are gdjzing both his salvation and ours.
If our friendship and fellowship with that fallemdther creates in us an appetite for his
sins, we too can be lost! Just as a lifeguardsrigk life to save others, we too must be
aware of the danger of such missions. Yet oubwé lwe must press on.

Perhaps it is here that a word of cautiiust be made. Too often it is a new
Christian that attempts to carry out such missiok¢hile we should never discourage
anyone in their desire to serve God, those whyaweg in the faith must be prepared for
what they may face in their efforts to save othédew Christians need examples to learn
from. The more time we spend with a new brothesister, the more they can learn how
to deal with some of the objections the world wive to Christianity. Going visiting
together with a new Christian is an excellent warythem to learn. More often than not,
however, new Christians are left alone as theyrgiteo convert their family, friends,
and neighbors. T again can cause one to be lost in his or hemgitis to save others.
How many firemen have lost their lives in carrymg their duty? How many policemen
have been lost in the line of duty? How many gatsVoted Christians have been lost in
their efforts to save another's soul?
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:24 " Now to Him who is able to keep you from stumbling, And to present you
faultless Before the presence of His glory with exceeding joy,” We now have reached
Jude's closing thoughts, as verses 24 and 25 makmel long sentence. The style of
these verses is different from the rest of thetlepias though Jude was writing down his
prayer for the beloved. It is in prayer form, féod is addressed in both verses. Itis a
prayer of great faith, for despite all the probleiinat Jude has been speaking of in this
short letter, he now speaks of "Him who is abl&dep them from falling!" Christianity

is here clearly shown in contrast to the world. iM/lthe world may view all the
problems of life as a reason to muddle on in hagsetiespair, the Christian sees life in a
completely different light. As Christians we cageshe spiritual problems behind the
physical, yet we continue on in hope and joy, kmgMhat God has solved the original
problem of sin and our eternal destination!

The confidence that Christians have is aadelusion. The world sees us as
"making ourselves" believe things that we know tche' true. Christians realize that
once we accept Jesus as Lord, we can then beggetbow that all things point to Him.
It is the world that refuses to see the mind arel gbwer behind all creation, and is
"making believe" that it is all the result of chancSatan pulled a fast one when he put
Christians on the defensive in the 20th centurykinga them feel it was their
responsibility to prove the existence of God! Wianthat we see in nature points to
intelligent design, should not those who reject #xestence of God be required to
produce proof that Hdoes not exist?

The text of this verse provokes the goestihow can Jesus present us faultless
before God's presence?" Hopefully any Christianld@nswer this question! By the
grace of God we can stand faultless, for in acogp@hrist's sacrifice for our sins, Jesus
has given us His righteousness (Il Corinthians b:2Zhrough our obedience to His plan
we become beneficiaries of His sacrifice on thesgroAs Jesus takes our sins, we receive
His "sinless ness."” Although sinners, if we repmmd are baptized into Jesus Christ, our
sins will be forgiven (Acts 2:38). The faithful die church both then and now need to
constantly be reminded of where our confidence efrem. Without Jesus we would
have none! Through Jesus we can look forward togbm the presence of His glory
with exceeding joy! Even better, we don't havewait. We can come before His
presence spiritually in prayer and song even naotl exceeding joy!

:25 "To God our Savior, Who alone is wise, be glory and majesty, Dominion and
power, both now and forever. Amen." How can God be our Savior? We are more
accustomed to speaking of Jesus as our Saviorjtbsithere that we must see the
interwoven nature of the Divine Nature. God théEais our Savior in sending the Son
to die for our sins. Jesus offered Himself ondiwess, while doing so in obedience to His
Father in heaven. In addition, we must considehsierses as John 1:1 and John 20:28,
and we will find that there is no cause to be akdwhen any one of the Trinity are used
interchangeably.

It is here stated that God "alone is Wideoes this verse disclaim the wisdom of
any others? Was not Solomon given great wisdom f@ond? Certainly he was, but we
must remember that Solomon's wisdom came from @edyell as any wisdom we, (or
any others), may possess. Note also that thisiatament of comparison. In relation to
all others God alone is wise. No one outside thdlt®ad comes close.
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Due to His wisdom He is praised. He desall glory and majesty. He is of the
highest dignity. Any effort or expression of honee may offer to Him cannot be
understated, or undeserved, for He has the domamahthe power. God's strength and
rule have always existed, and there will be noteritiem!

Today's world may see itself as more adednthan any previous generation.
Certainly in many ways we have reached the higleests of technology and knowledge
since the beginning. Yet, none of our advancembate in any way lessened His
control of this world. Today's man has come s yat he has learned so little! The
headlines today are mere echoes of the past, rereths of sins and problems that Jude
spoke boldly against nearly 2,000 years ago. Todaymuch as ever, man needs to
humble himself before our God who alone is wisanthll of man's knowledge. To God
Jude dedicates his epistle, who deserves all thg fgrever and ever.

-Bruce Gleim 1st Edition 12/23/92
Revised 3/29/02

The Epistle Of Jude/ Self-Exam

1. What was Jude's first reason for diligentlyting to his beloved brethren? A. To
criticize them B. To write to them concerningithcommon salvation C. To teach
them some Old Testament history

2. Overall, however, what subject is most of Judpistle about? A. The joy of being a
Christian B. Angels and their proper domain Those who had crept into the church

3. How is the word "faith" used in verse 3? @ne's ability to believe in that which he
has not seen B. That body of beliefs (teachittgs)was once for all delivered to the
saints C. A good feeling about the church

4. True / False "All angels are good, and@od's messengers.”

5. What were the sins of Sodom and Gomorrah?

6. Circle those Old Testament characters below aveanentioned in the epistle of Jude.
Cain Able Balaam Noah Abraham Korah obacEnoch Adam Moses Michael

7. Those who had "crept in unnoticed" into théofekhip of the church are also
described as: A. dreamers who defile the fld8h spots in your love feasts C.
murmurers and complainers D. all of the above

8. what was Jude's prescription for the "belowedtay strong during those difficult
times? A. build up their faith, pray, stay ind@@love B. become suspicious of
everyone C. correct more than encourage, beewsgone is doing something wrong
9. Yes / No Is it ever dangerous to try to ssameone who has fallen away?

10. With God's help, can we keep from stumbling?
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